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CELEBRATION OF THE LOUISIANA CENTENNIAL 



INTRODUCTION. 

The Loumana Historical Society, desiring to preserve in fit- 
ting form a memorial of the history of the State and to foster 
among the people a pride in that history, has promoted and succesea- 
f uUy conducted appropriate public celebrations of several import- 
ant events. We desire to present herewith a record of the celebra- 
tion of the centennial of Louisiana's admission as a State of the 
Union. 

At a meeting of the Society, Dec. 21, 1909, Mr. W. 0. Hart 
moved that the President appoint a committee of five to provide 
vaj's and means and present a plan for the celebration of the 
hundredth anniversary of Louisiana's admission to the Union. The 
motion prevailed, and the following were appointed members of 
this committee: Messrs. H. Garland Dupre, Chairman; W. 0. Hart, 
T. P. Thompson, Charles T. Soniat, Prof. A. T. Prescott, John Dy- 
mond, Sr., and Martin Behrman. As a result of their efforts, the 
General Assembly of the State passed the following Act : 

ACT. NO. 107. 

HOUSE BILL NO. 66. 

AN ACT. 

To provide for the proper celebration, on April 30th, 1912, of 
the Centennial Anniversary of the Admissdon of Louisiana as a 
State, and making appropriation therefor. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the 
State of Louisiana, that the Louisiana Historical Society be author* 
ized to adopt a program of ceremonies, fitting the dignity of the 
State and the importance of the event for a proper celebration on 
April 30th, 1912, the One Hundredth Anniversary of the Admis- 
sion of Louisiana as a State of this Union; that tlie program pre- 
pared by the said Society be submitted to the Governor in due 
course for his approval, and that the arrangements for and charge 
of the celebration be confided to said Society. 



/ 



4 Celebration of the Louisiana Centennial, 

SECTION 2. Be it further enacted, etc.. That the Senators 
and Bepresentatives in Congress from this State be requested to 
take the proper steps to secure the co-operation of the United 
States GoTemment in said celebration, so that by national partici- 
pation in and commemoration thereof by tiie National GoTem* 
ment, said celebration shall be made worthy of the occasion; that 
the Governor of this State be requested to invite the Governors of 
all the States and Territories of the United States to attend said 
celebration and to send other representatives to participate there* 
in, and that invitations through their Ambassadors and Ministers 
in Washington be extended to the Governments of Great Britain, 
France and Spain, as well as to the twenty other Sepublics of Amer- 
ica. 

SECTION 3. Be it further enacted, etc.. That said celebra- 
tion shall take place in the City of New Orleans, which was the 
capital of the State when it was admitted to the Union in 1812, and 
that said Socieiy extend invitations to the proper officials in each 
Parish, and incorporated city and town of the State to be present 
and participate in the exercises. 

SECTION 4. Be it further enacted, etc.. That in connection 
with said celebration, said Society be authorizied to publish a history 
thereof, and that a copy of same, through the Superintendent of 
Public Education, be sent to every public school in the State. 

SECTION 5. Be it further enacted, etc.. That to assist in de- 
fraying the expenses of said celebration, that the sum of $500.00 
be and the same is hereby appropriated out of any funds of the 
State Treasury not otherwise appropriated, same to be paid to the 
Louisiana Historical Society upon the warrant of its President, ap- 
proved by the Governor. 

H. G. DUPKE, 
Speaker of the House of Bepresentatives. 

P. M. LAMBBEMONT, ^ 
Ideutensfnt Governor and President of the Senate. 
Approved : July 1, 1910. 

J.T. SANDEBS, 
Governor of the State of Louisiana. 
A true copy : 
JOHN T. MICHEL, 
Secretary of State. 
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In addition to the sum offered by the State^ the City of New 
Orleans agreed to supply a like amount. Though the funds in 
•jrificht were obviously inadequate to any fitting celebration of so im* 
poitant an events the President of the Society was not discouraged^ 
but m due season appointed a larger committee to prepare for the 
celej^ation. This comir^ltee^ whose membership is given below^ as- 
tern b!dd for its first regular meeting on Saturday, Kov.25, 1911, in 
the rooms of the Society at the Cabildo, and continued to meet there 
at frequent regular intervals, discussing and preparing for the cele-* 
bration. The serious difficulty of lack of funds continued to em- 
barrass the committee until a special appeal was made by the sub- 
committee on finance to the Board of Liquidation, through Messrs. 
T. P. Thompson and W. 0. Hart, and (Jovemor J. Y. Sanders. An 
ample fund was provided for the committee's use ($5,000), and 
those interested in the history of the State should appreciate the ef- 
forts of the committee on finance. 

The committee had felt confident that, in one way or another, 
the people of the State would help them in their patriotic work. 
Accordingly, plans for the celebration had been made in accord 
with the dignity of the State. Formal invitations were sent to all 
historical and learned societies, to Gk)vemors, and to other dis- 
tinguished persons to assist in the celebration. Special invitations 
were sent to President Taft and to the Governors of States carved 
out of the Louisiana Purchase, to Chief Justice White, as a dis- 
tinguished son of Louisiana, to His Eminence Cardinal Gibbons, to 
Ambassadors and Ministers representing foreign powers at Wash- 
ington. It was especially the aim of the committee to enlist the in- 
terest and if possible to secure the attendance of representatives from 
Great Britain, Spain, France, and the countries of our sister con- 
tinent, and of the Governors of those States most closely associated 
with the history of Louisiana. It will be impossible to record in 
detail the cordial responses received from all sources. But the com- 
mittee desire to express appreciation of the generous interest shown 
in this notable anniversary, and to return thanks. 

Perhaps a few selections from the letters and telegrams re- 
ceived may serve to indicate the scope of the committee^s work in 
this field. 

* 

In reply to an invitation to deliver an address at the celebra- 
tion. Chief Justice White wrote to Professor Fortier : '*It certainly 
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is a tempting offer and one which it would give me infinite pleasure 
to accept, but I fear I am under the necessity of saying I cannot da 

so Thank the Society for me, will you not, and tell them 

how deeply I regret the situation. If when the time comes I am free 
to go to Louisiana, I shall certainly do so for the purpose of par- 
ticipating in the ceremonies/' 

President Taf t wrote to Hon. H. Garland Duprf, through whom 
the invitation was extended : "I have yours of March 21st, together 
with the invitation by the State of Louisiana, asking me to be pres- 
ent at the celebration of the One Hundredth Anniversary of the 
admission of Louisiana as a State into the United States : • . . I 
regret that it will be impossible for me to be present, but I shall be 
very glad, before the occasion arises, to designate some one to repre* 
sent me/' 

Speaker Champ Clark wrote to Professor Portier: **It would 
give me a great deal of pleasure indeed to accept your very courteous 
and cordial invitation to be present and deliver an address on the 
One Hundredth Anniversary of the admission of the State of Louis- 
iana into the Union. It was a great event indeed in our history, as 
she was the first State west of the Great Eiver. But I can not ac- 
cept your invitation. The Democrats have given me the highest 
place within their gift to confer, the highest that any Democrat has 
held in fifteen years, the second highest in the Government, and I 
must stay here and discharge the functions of my office .... Ee- 
gretting that I can not be with you, and hoping that you will have 
a great and a satisfactory celebration, and that the State of Louis- 
iana will exist long enough to celebrate scores and scores of cen- 
tennials,'' etc 

President Theodore Roosevelt wrote : "I wish it were possible 
for my friends to realize my position, not for my own sake, but be- 
cause then they would understand just why it is that I cannot ac- 
cept all the invitations which come to me Greatly though 

I appreciate an invitation from such a body as the one you repre- 
sent, it really is not possible for me to accept. I cannot undertake 
anything further of any kind or sort now. I am very sorry." 

His Eminence Cardinal Gibbons, unable to attend, requested 
Archbishop Blenk to represent him at the ceremonies. Governor 
David B. Francis expressed- his regret at^ being unable to deliver 
an address. Hon. Charles Francis Adams, invited to respond to the 



Governor 
W. C C Claibcwne. 
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toast, "The Historical Societies of the United States,^ wrote to Mr« 
W. O. Hart: ^ jegret extrandy that this flattering inTitation 
should have reached me at so late a date. I ha^e heoi absent from 
home for the last ten days, and your letter arrived during that ab» 
sence I pray you to accept my excuses, as also my assur- 
ance that I am greatly flattered by your inYitation." 

The Mayor of Quebec, Hon. Napoleon Drouin, writes a long 
and interesting letter, of which we may reproduce only a few 
phrases here: ^'Je ne puis assez yous remercier de I'honneiur que 
Tous m'ayez fait en m'invitant k prendre part k cette demonstra- 
tion organisee par votre Soci6t£ Et c*est avec un veritable 

chagrin que je me vois forc6 de renoncer au plasir d'aller participer 

a vos rejouissances patriotiques Quelle que soit la distance 

entre la nouYelle Orleans et Quebec, nous sentons en ces jours 
que la voix du sang parle au-dedans de nous,— qu'elle nous imeut,— 
qu'elle eTeille en nos esprits et en nos coeurs le meme sentiment; 
celui d'une parente, d'une fraternity que n'ont pu affaiblir, encore 
moins faire oublier, ni les yidssitudes du temps, ni les dichirements 
de la separation. C'est le Quebec des anciens jours qui vous parle 
aujourd 'hui par ma voix, et ce salut chaleureux et fraternal que je 
vous envoie, il part de Quebec, de cette vieille capitate de la Nouvelle- 
France, qui f ut pendant un si^cle et demi le coeur et le centre vital 
d ^Empire colonnial f ran^ais r@v6 par FrauQois I et Henri IV, 
ebauche par Louis XIV, et perdu par Louis XV, et qui embrassait 
les vallees immenses du St. Laurent, des Orands Lacs, de la Belle 
Riviere et du Mississippi/' 

Ambassador J. J. Jusserand, expressing his regret at not being 
able to attend, and appointing M. Francastel to represent him, wrote 
to Professor Portier: 

'^euillez croire a mon trte vif regret de n'itre pas aupris de 
vous dans une si m^orable occasion. Le souvenir du charmant 
accueil que j'ai regu des Louisianais lors de mon recent passage k 
la Nouvelle Orleans et lors de vos f^fs de 1903 avive mon regret de 
ne pas assistir a des ceremonies dont je pr^vois YiniMt et la beaut6 
et qui, plac^ sous votre direction, sont dans les meillenres mains 
qui se puissent imaginer.'' 

Space alone precludes further quotations from the courteous 
letters sent by prominent of fidala and others, many of them of 
great interest. But the selection made from the letters of »cme who 
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could not attend^ with the mentioii of distingiHahed guests in a 
later part of the record^ must suffice. The comiiiittee again le* 
tun thanks to all for tiie co-operation which made possible a Terf 
saccessf ul celebration. 

As the time for the celebration approached, the features of the 
programme took on more definite shape. Through the acti?ity of 
our representatives in Congress, especially H<m. H. Garland Bupri, 
three warships, the 'TTebraska/' "New Hampshire,*' and "Petrel,** 
with the revenue cutter '^indom/* were in the harbor. With the 
nen from these vessels and from the Federal tfoops at the Bar- 
racks in addition to State troops and other organizations, a military 
parade of imposing dimensions was arranged for and successfully 
carried out, the details being in the hands of a sub-committee* The 
impressive ceremonies at the Cabildo, with addresses by the Presi* 
denfs representative. Secretary of State Eiaoz, by Oovemor 
Brewer, of Mississippi, by Professor Fortier, and others, will be 
best recorded in the text of these addresses, for the most part given 
in full below. The enthusiasm of the vast crowd for the raising of 
the flag in Jackson Square by Miss Claiborne, descendant of the 
first Governor, unfortunately interrupted the pleasant address of 
Governor Brewer; but as he accepted so graciously apologies for the 
interruption at the time, we feel sure he will accept a renewed 
apology at this time. 

The more purely social features of the programme were an 
elaborate banquet, report of which is given below, and a tour 
through the old quarter, of the city on Wednesday, in which the 
guests were under the experienced guidance of Mr. T. P. Thomp« 
son. Professor Fortier, and other members of the Society, followed 
by an automobile ride to Chalmette and to other places of interest. 
Our thanks are due to Mr. Harry Sellers, committee on carriages, 
and to those who kindly offered the use of their automobiles for the 
occasion. 

Mayor Behrman, Commissioner Pujol, Superintendent Gwinn, 
who had charge of the participation of the school children in the 
contest for a handsome medal offered by Judge Gunby, these and 
other public officials deserve the thanks of the committee for their 
assistance and co-operation. 

The account of the parade, ceremonies at the Cabildo, and ban- 
quet at the Grunewald Hotel, was written by Mr. James M. Angus* 
tin, assistant secretary of the committee. 



Jacques P. VniERfi. 
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MEMBERS OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION. 
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JuuEN PoYDRAS, President 

J. D. DEGOtJTIN BeLIXCHASSS, 

J. Blanque, S. Hirlat, 

T. J. I^Breton d Orcenoy, Qf ^/^^ County of Pointe Coupee. 
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J. M. Reynau^^ ^f ''*^ ^^««'3^ ^' Ouachita. 

<jenezi Roussin, 

Of the County of Acadia. Allan B. Magruder, 

D. J. Sutton, 
Amant Hebert, John Thompson, 

William Wikofp, Jr., Of the County of Opelousas. 

Of the County of Iberville, 

Louis de Blanc, 
Willliam Goforth, Henry Johnson, 

- Bela Hubbard, Jr., W. C. Maquille, 

Pierre Beauchet St. Martin, Chas. Olivier, 

H. S. Thibodaux, Alexander Porter, 

Of the County of Lafourche. Of the County of Attakapas. 

' EuGius Fromentin, 

Secretary of the Convention. 

The Convention was Held in the Tremoulet House, situated at the 

Comer of St Peter and Levee Streets. 

CONSTITUTIONS OF LOUISIANA. 

"1812— Convention Called, November 4f 181 1. . .Adjourned, January 28^ 1812 

1845— " " August 5, 1844 " May 14. 1845 

185a-. " '• July 5, 1852 •' July 31, 1852 

1861— " '• January 23, 1861.. .. " March 26, 1861 

1864— " " April 6, 1864 '• July 23. i8(S4 

•1868- '* - November 23, 1867. . . " March 9, 1868 

1879— " '• April 21, 1879 " • July 23, 1879 

;i898— " '• February 8, 1898. .. . '* May 12, 18^ 

By Act of Congress of April 8, 1812, Louisiana was admitted into the 
Vnion» to take effect April 30, 1812. 
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IS 



Tht first Legislature under the Constitution of 1812 assembled June 
27, 1812. 

The first officials of the State of Louisiana were: 

Wm. C. C. Claiboknb^ Governor. 
JuuEN PoYDRAS^ President of the Senate. 
. P. B. St. Martin, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

J. MoNTEGUT, Treasurer. • 
L: B.. Macarty^ Secretary of State. 
T. B. Robertson, Representative in Congress. 
A. B. Magruoer, J. N. Destrehan (Declined), and Thos. Posey, 

United States Senators. 
Hall, Mathews and Derbigky, Judges of the Supreme Court 



GOVERNORS OF LOUISIANA. 
French. 



1699 — Iberville^ Founder, 

1699 — Sauvole. 

1701 — ^Bienville. 

1713— Lamothe-Cadillac. 

1717— De I'Epinay. 

1718— Bienville. 

1724— Boisbriant, ad interim. 



1726— Perier. 

I733--Bienville. 

1743— Vaudreuil. 

1753— Kerlerec. 

1763— D'Abbadie. 

1765— Aubry. 

1803— Laussat, Colonial Prefect 



Spanish. 



1765— Ulloa. 
i76(^-0'Reilly. 
1769— Unzaga. 
1776— Galvez. 
1785— Miro. 



1791 — Carondelet 
1797 — Gayoso de Lemos. 
1799 — Casa Calvo. 
1801 — Salcedo. 



American. 



1803— -Wm. C C Claiborne. 
1812— Wm. C. C. Claiborne. 
1816— Jacques P. Villere. 
1820— Thos. B. Robertson. 
1824 — Henry S. Thibodeaux 
1824 — Henry Johnson. 
1828 — Pierre Derbigny. 
182^— Armand Beauvais. 
1930— Jacques Dupre. 
1831 — ^Andrew B. Roman. 
183s— Edward D. White. 
1839— Andrew £. Roman. 
1843 — ^Alexander Mouton. 
1846-^Isaac Johnson. 
1850— JosM>h Walker. 
i8s3—Paul O. Hebert. 
,856— Robt. C Wickliffe. 
i860— Thos. O. Moore. 



1862 — ^George F. Shepley^ 
1864— Henry W. Allen. 
1864-— Michael Hahn. 
1865— J. Madison Wells. 
1867— Benj. F. Flanders. 
i868--Joshua Baker. 
1868— Henry C. Warmouth. 
1873— John McEnery, de jure. 
1873— W. P. Kellogg, de fact<K 
1877— Francis T. NichoHs. 
1880— Louis T. Wiltz. 
1881 — Samuel D. McEnery^ 
1888— Francis T. Nichols. 
1892— Murphy J. Foster. 
1900— W. W. Heard. 
1904— Newton C. Blanchard. 
1908— J. Y. Sanders. 
1912— L. E. Hall. 
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CELEBRATION, BY THE LOUISIAXA HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY, OF THE ONE HUNDREDTH ANNIVER- 
SARY OF THE ADMISSION OF LOIHSIANA 
INTO THE UNION OF STATES. 

NEW ORLEANS, TUESDAY^ APRIL THIRTIETH, 1912. 

THE PROGRAMME. 

10:30 A. M. — Carriages with guests, escorted by committee, leave 

hotels. 

11:00 A. M. — ^Reception at Mayor^s parlor of guests and general 

committee; welcome by Mayor and Governor. 

12 :15 P. M. — Carriages will convey guests. State and city officials 

and committee to warships at head of Jackson 
avenue, leaving City Hall at 12:15. 

1:45 P. M.^ — Guests, including officers of war vessels and of- 
ficials, escorted by reception committee, will ife-as- 
semble in front of the City Hall, at 1:45 P. M. to 
join parade. 

NOTE — Carriages will be at constant service of guests from 10 :30 

A. M. Each carriage will be under control of a 
committee member. 

~ ? 00 P. M. — Military Parade: Governor and staff. Mayor and 

members of City Council, guests and committee 
will join parade at Lafayette Square, at 2 :00 p. m., 
and proceed up St. Charles to Lee Statue, down 
Camp to Canal, to Eampart, to Chartres, to Cabildo. 

3:00 P. M. — ^Eeview of parade from Cabildo and grand stand; 

guests, speakers and committee. 

His Excellency, Gov. J. Y. Sanders, presiding. 

Invocation — Most Kev. James H. Blenk, Archbishop 

of New Orleans. 

Address of Welcome — ^Grov. Sanders. 

Welcome to City of New Orleans — ^Mayor Martin 
' Behrman. 

^* Address — ^Hon. Philander C. Knox, Secretary of 

State of the United States, representing the Pres- 
ident. 
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Oration — Dr. Alcfe Fortier, pre^dent Louisiana 
Historical Society. 

Song — ^*TLouisiana," by school children. 
Address — ^''Sister States/' Gov. Earl Brewer, of Mis- 
sissippL 
^ Flag Raising — By Hiss Clarisse Claiborne, great- 
granddaughter of first State Governor, in Jackson 
Square (Place d'Armes), United States colors of 
1812. 

Song — ^^^Stars and Stripes,'* by school children. 
Salute — By Washington Artillery. 
'Prize Essay — ^^^Louisiana/' by Miss Emily Dinwid- 
die. Presentation, Judge A. A. Gunby. 
Song — ^^'Dixie,*' by school children assembled in 
square. 
Benediction — Bev. E. F. Coupland, D. D. 

5 :00 P. M. — Official opening Louisiana State Museum of History 

and Commerce ; Cabildo and Presbrtere. 

8 :00 P. M. — Banquet in Gold Eoom, Hotel Grunewald. 

Wednesday (noon). — Assembling at Grunewald Hotel of Eeception 

Committee and guests. Walk through the *^ieui 
Carr6,*' Stop at the Cabildo and Presbytere and 
State Museum Buildings. Automobile lide from 
the TTnited States Mint to Chalmette Battle Ground, 
returning via Delgado Museum, City Park, Carroll- 
ton, Audubon Park, Tulane University, Loyola Col- 
lege, and down St. Charles Avenue to hotels. 



\ 
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PROCLAMATIONS' OP GOVERNOR AND MAYOR. 

EzecatiTe Department, State of Louisiana. 

« 

PROCLAMATION. ' 

• 

Whereas, One hundred years ago that portion of the original 
Loaisiana, Purchase which in 1804 had been formed by Congress 
into the Territory of Orleans, having adopted a constitution under 
an enabling act of the Congress of the United States, was ready for 
statehood; and, on April 8, 1812, President James Madison signed 
an act admitting Louisiana, the name being restored, to the sister- 
hood of states, the act to take effect April 30 — ^the ninth anniver- 
sary of the treaty of the cession from France— ^and on that day 
Louisiana became the eighteenth state and the first state west of 
the Mississippi Biver, and the first state to be carved out of the 
Louisiana Purchase Territory, since which time twelve other states 
have been admitted, making the number of states formed from the 
original Louisiana, acquired from France, the same aS' those which 
formed the United States of America in 1789. The area covered by 
these thirteen states is over one million square miles of territory, and 
their population by the census of 1910 was almost eighteen millions. 
This vast empire, embracing nearly one-third of the area of the 
United States, had as one of its effects the free navigation of the 
- Missisdppi River, forever securing to the people of the United States 
an outlet to the sea for the products of the great and fertile valley. 

Whereas, To commemorate the centennial of this great his- 
torical event with appropriate ceremonies, the General Assembly of 
the state adopted act 107 of 1910, directing the I/ouisiana Historical 
Society to prepare a suitable programme therefor> and the society 
Las undertaken the work, and is actively completing the arrange- 
ments for the celebration. 

Therefore, I, Jared Young Sanders, Governor of the State of 
Louisiana, considering the importance of this anniversary in the 
history of our beloved state, do issue this, my proclamation, asking 
all patriotic Louisianians to observe this anniversary in some form 
throughout the state, and that as many as possible join in the ^eat 
celebration which will take place in the city of New Orleans on 
April 30 next, and to the end that all may properly join in the cele« 
bration, and particularly the children of the public schools, I 
hereby request that the day be made a holiday in all the schools of 



GOVERNOR JARED Y. SANDEftS. 
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the siate^ and so far as is compatible with public affairs, that the 
business of the state, parishes and municipalities be suspended, so 
that all public officers may assist ux making the celebration the 
success the occasion deserres. 

In testimony whereof I have hereto set my hand and caused to 
be affixed the great seal of the state, this 6th day of April, 1912. 

J. T. SANDERS, Governor. 



New Orleans, La., April 10th, 1912. 
To the Citizens of New Orleans : 

The centennial anniversary of the admission of Louisiana as 
a State of the United States will be celebrated on April 30th, 1912^ 
in accordance with Act No. 107 of the General Assembly of Lou- 
isiana of 1910, with the assistance of the city of New Orleans in 
its official capacity, under the auspices of the Louisiana Historical 
Society. 

- All the ceremonies will be presided over by the Governor of 
the State, who, by his proclamation, dated April 6th, 1912, has 
asked all the people of the state to participate, those not able to come 
to the city of New Orleans being requested to have some form of 
celebration at their homes, and he has directed, in so far as same is 
compatible with public business, that all official functions be dis- 
pensed with, and also that there be a holiday in all the public 
schools of the state, and in this I concur in so far as the city of New 
Orleans is concerued. 

The main celebration will take place in the city of New Orleans, 
which was the capital when Louisiana was admitted as a state, and 
where sat the Constitution Convention of 1811 under which the 
state was organized. 

Among those who will be represented will be the President of 
the United States, the ambassadors of Great Britain, France, Brazil 
and Mexico, and the ministers of Spain and the other republics of 
America; and to add to the importance, of the occasion three United 
States war vessels have been ordered to our harbor and a naval par- 
ade, unequaled in the history of this State, is contemplated as part of 
the proceedings. 

I, therefore, enjoin upon the people of this city, that they as- 
sist in the celebration in every way, and that business houses so ar- 
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T^nge their a^m^ a& to allow t\ieir ei^playes^ ssl |ar f\s pqaailit?* 
tq participate tberei^A wd I ^V the priyata and pi^rodwl sicho^ 
^i the city to joIa with the public aciboida in giving a holiday tq al) 
the children so that as many as can da sq j^j '^q part. iT^ ttw 
ipreat ey(^i\t and learn of tb^ glory and histtqiy of onr at^^te^ 

Th^ committ^ in cb^ge has Qi^e special arnM^eiQenta. fcuf 
the chil^ei\ at the Jackspn Square^ and their attendance, as fntore 
citizens of this state and bur great country, will add much to the 
•charm of the celebration and its completeness. I7o state of the 
Union h^s a, greater {uture before it than Louisiana, and in caring 
for the present and working for the futiire, we n^tiat not forget the 
glories of the past; because '^f we are not true to the memories of the 
past, we cannot be true to oursely^s," and ^^moiiunieiits are a deb^ 
which posterity owes to history." 

I hopie that the coming celebration may b^ the meaiis of placing 
on foot the work of erecting in this, city spm^ great monuments to, 
those who established Loiusiana and founded New Orleans. 

MAETIN ^HBMAjr, Mayor. 



MAYOR MARTIN BEHRMAN. 
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THE PAEADE. 

The parade was the most elaborate^ brilliant and, sncoessful dis- 
play of military and civic organizations that has been witnessed in 
New Orleans for a long time. 

Thousands of people lined the streets, and crqwded at doors and 
windows, to admire the magnificent parade,, in, which were to b^ 
seen distinguished representatires from pur own country a^d from 
a^broad; and the sailors and marines from the United States war- 
iBhips, the State militiamen, infantry, cavalry ajad artillery, and 
the stalwart soldiers from the United States barracks. Many stor^ 
and business houses and private residences were handsomely dec^ 
orated for the occasion. Canal street, from. Bampart to Decatur 
«treets^ was appropriately "en f 6te*^ with trophies of flags and ban- 
ners, and long vari-colored streamers extending from post to. post 
along the spacious neutral ground. Each post was ornamented with 
scutcheons and intermingled colors of France, Spain and the United 
States. The decorations were greatly admired by the multitude^ 
They were designed and ordered by the committee of the Louisiana 
Historical Society, on Decorations, of which Mr. H. Gibbes Morgan 
is chairman. 

It was an ideal day for a parade. Nature smiled upoi^ the 
patriotic celebration in her most charming garb. It was such a 
spring day as perhapa only the balmy climate of liouisiana. can 
vouchsafe. The heavens were fair and in snuling mood« A gentle 
breeze tempered the rays of the orb of day, which blazed likei ^ 
gigantic oriflamme in a sky of spotless blue, save for a few tiny^ 
fleecy cloudlets that sailed across the expanse above the city '^en 
fgte,'^ like miniature Viking ahips, of which the folk-lore of the 
Kibelun^ hav€t aung. And the pure, bracing breath of the east 
wind came like & bemson from the Creator to the countless inultj 
tude that waa greeting the centennial of their State. 

Under the experienced direction of Major N, K Bauoi^ 
garden, chairman of the Committee on Parade, the big proces^ioii 
moved exactly on time, and with clock-work precision and regular* 
ity at the appointed hour t^p Si. Charles street to Lee Circle, thcoi 
out Howard Avenue to Camp to Canal, upper side of Canal street 
W Basin, lower side of Cwftl to Chartr^, and down Chartrea to 
the Cabildo. Canal street wfts crowded with people. It seemed «9 
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if Carnival times were at hand. Both sides of the houlevard^ and 
the neutral ground were congested with a vast throng. 

The first division was headed hy a large squad of mounted 
policemen, with Capt. Capo commanding, and police officers afoot,, 
followed by Paoletti^s celebrated band of music whose members 
wore Hussar uniforms. Then came a long line of carriages with 
visitors and guests. In the first carriage sat Governor Sanders and 
Secretary Elnox; others conveyed the diplomatic and foreign repre- 
sentatives, and next, a carriage with Mayor Behrman, Prof. Fortier, 
Capt. Oliver and Mr. Chas. T. Soniat. Another vehicle bore Gov- 
ernor Clark, of Alaska; Capt. Wood, commander of the battleship 
Nebraska ; Captain J. Wallace Bostwick and General A. Perrilliat. 
Members of the Beception Committee, escorting guests, followed 
in the last line of carriages. 

The second division was composed of the military and naval 
contingent, headed by Col. Joseph Kantz, grand marshal, and his 
aids. Col. Kantz commanding the Second Begiment of Infantry, 
Louisiana State National Guard, is the senior ranking officer of 
the State militia. 

The band from Louisiana State University was next in line, 
preceding the splendid detail of four companies of United States 
regulars from the Jackson Barracks, under command of Major S. A. 
Kephart. 

The combined bands of the New Hampshire and the Nebraska 
came next and, following them, there marched two companies of 
marines and seven companies of sailors from the warships, the 
marines in khaki and the sailors in white uniforms. They were 
commanded by Lieutenant-Conmiander Larimer, of the Nebraska, 
Lieutenant-Commander Dismukes and Lieutenant Vernon. 

The soldiers of the Second Begiment, Louisiana State National 
Guard, led by Major Bryson Vallas, were followed by the Louisiana 
Field Artillery. A detachment of the Jefferson Guards, under 
Captain Hock, marched ahead of the Washington Artillery, with 
four guns, preceding the marines and bluejackets of the Louisiana 
Naval Beserves, commanded by Lieutenant Carpenter. Troop A, 
of the cavalry in full dress uniform, worn for the first time on this 
occasion, was headed by Major Froman^ and they were followed by 
the Bugby Cadets and the American Boy Scouts, who paraded with 
the band of boy musicians from the Jewish Orphans' Home. Troop 
B of the cavalry closed the procession. 
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The guests occupying carriages in the first diyision descended 
-from their conveyances at the Cabildo, and assisted, with the Qor* 
-emor and officers and members of the celebrating Society, in the 
review of the parade, that, proceeding down Chartres street, dis- 
banded a few squares further down the street. 

Sailors and marines presented arms as they passed the plat- 
iorm in front of the Cabildo. 
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CEBEMOXIES AT THE CABILDO. 

The venerable Cabildo and the equally ancient and historic St. 
Louis Cathedral and Place d'Armes (now Jackson Square), were 
encompassed by the densest mass of people that has congregated in 
that part of the "Vieux Carr6'' for many a year past 

As the proceedings were begun from the decorated and spacious 
platform erected along Jackson Square sidewalk, in front of the 
Cabildo, the crowd was so large, extending from St. Peter street to 
beyond the Cathedral, that not an inch of free space could be seen. 
Under the arcade of the Cabildo several hundreds of children from 
the public schools who were to. take part in the singing of patriotic 
airs, were congregated, and every pupil was provided with a chair. 

The edifice itself reveled in profuse and appropriate decora* 
tions, and the balconies were f Hied with pretty feminine onlookers^ 
whose spring costumes made an exquisite effect on the brilliant 
scene. 

The platform was occupied by about two hundred people- 
officers and members of the Louisiana Historical Society, officers 
and members of the general committee on centennial celebration, 
having charge of scores of distinguished guests, who were given 
seats of honor in the middle of the big platform. 

After the parade had been reviewed by the Governor and guests, 
the exercises began nnder the prsidency of Governor Sanders. 

His Excellency presented Most Eeverend Archbishop J. H* 
Blenk, of New Orleans, who delivered the opening prayer: 

'^Eternal Father, upon Whom all the people of our Nation, State 
and City depend, when we commemorate the divine blessing that 
came to this commonwealth by its admission into the glorious fie- 
public of the United States, one hundred years ago, we thank Thee 
for all the gifts and blessings, and for life and health, and for the 
guidance that Thou hast vouchsafed on the highway of civilization, 
and in the progress that has been made in a nation, great, mighty, 
and deserving of Thy protection. As in the past. Thou hast guided, 
and for all time led us along the pathway of honor, peace and right- 
eousness, so, we beseech Thee, this blessed day to renew, with 
divine abundance, from Thy throne in Heaven, all we need to 
glorify Thee, and to make us a commonwealth of honor in this great 
Bepublic upon which Thy benisons so sweetly and steadfastly are* 
felt. 
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*^0 caiise ns, and all Thy pefople who rejoice under the flag ot 
the United States, to remaih faithful to Thy divine will. 

"Blesd, we piray Thee, the Nation and the State, the President 
*6i these tJnited States, the Governor of this f air State^ the Mayor 
of this beautiful city, and give us Thy divine protection, so that our 
{/ftth* be ever that of honor, and of everything that glorifies Thee, 
and dignifies the human race. Amen/' 

Governor Sanders welcomed the vast throng and the guests. 

'fhe Governor made one of his most eloquent addresses, in* 
spired, no doubt by the historic theme, and by the enthusiasm of the 
multitude. He said : 

"fiist'ory was written large for the Western hemisphere, when 
one hundred years ago the needs of Napoleon, and the far-sighted- 
ness of Thomas Jefferson, added to the American Union the vast 
territory Icnowh as Louisiana. When we reflect that the first act 
almost, of the ^National government was imposing upon us the in- 
dfghity of losing our name itself and becoming *The Territory of 
tjrleans,' we see the beginning of one hundred years of difficulties 
and 'misunderstandings, that have often been our lot. 

'^Iberville^s boat, in which he won success on the lakes of Can- 
ada, was named the Telican.' 

**The first Governor of Louisiana, when lie entered the mouth 
oi ihe great river in 1699, brought with him the spirit of Louisiana, 
as indicated by its coat-of-arms, the Telican,' a willingness to 
suffer that posterity may benefit. 

'^Josiah Quincy, representing Massachusetts, with all her tra- 
ditions, liier pride of accomplishment, her strife for liberty in the 
iays of '76, did not want the eristerhood of States to cross the 
Mississippi; and the stalwart Josiah Quincy, representing that 
great commonwealth, in our National halls of Congress, announced 
a doctrine strange then— ^ead now — to tlie American people: The 
ftbctrine of secession. For, he warned liis fellow-members of the 
Federal Congress that if they insisted upon giving statehood to 
what he "was pleased to call an alien people, speaking a foreign 
tongue, who, by birthright and struggle had not earned the right 
oi sovereignty and of statehood and the Wessmgs of America^ 
^self-goveimment, Massachusetts wotdd withdrftlr irom the tTnion. 

*Trom his lips the natibn first lieard the word ^secession,' sjx&, 
HiMe iittj yehxs later, our faithers followed tliis statesmiin's inter- 
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pretation of the Constitution of the United States^ and withdrew 
from the Union^ and then it was that two other sona of Maasa* 
chnsetts^ Butler and Banks, with their legions of the North, proved 
to Louisiana's sons, the hoUowness of the doctrines first enunciated 
by Josiah Quincy. 

* '^Vas the eighteenth star to be of the first magnitude? Less 
than three years had New England to wait for her answer. 

*'0n January 8th, 1816, was fought the greatest battle that 
had yet drenched our land with blood; and the battle of New Or- 
leans was the greatest military triumph that had yet graced 
American arms. 

"So: great and overwhelming was that victory, that it, far more 
than the Treaty of Ghent, forever settled all differences between 
the mother country and her former colonists. 

"On that day, the men of Louisiana answered the charge made 
by Josiah Quincy, some three years before, that they were un- 
worthy of statehood, that they were an alien people, speaking a for- 
eign* tongue, by furnishing over one-half of the total of Jackson's 
army, which humbled the pride of Great Britain, and defeated the 
Peninsular troops that were a part of the army which, six months 
later vanquished the mighty Napoleon himself. 

'*When our country came to battle with Mexico, her sons freely 
offered up their blood on the altar of thdr country. Zachary Taylor, 
of Louisiana, was the one great hero of that war, and, in recogni- 
tion of his services, the nation conferred upon him the highest 
dignity. 

"One hundred years since the acquisition of Louisiana, and in 
that time Louisiana has given to the nation thirteen great com- 
monwealths — an empire in itself.* An hundred years of statehood, 
and Louisiana's record, the services of ber sons, need only be 
recounted to qualify us, today, as being worthy of -those honors 
which Josiah Quincy had declared would cause the disruption of the 
TTnion. 

^TBienville's foresight located the future commercial capital 
of the Mississippi Valley just where it should have been; and, 
with the opening up of the Panama Canal the next one himdred 
years will bring to Louisiana, and the Mississippi Valley, a pros- 
perity such as no section of the world has yet enjoyed. 

'T[n the hundred years of our statehood, ours has not always 
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been a bed of roses. Louisiana has suffered by the heayy hand of 
war; floods and epidemics have been our lot^ sometimes; but, 
through it all^ the indomitable spirit of our people has ever found 
the way, and, today there is not, and cannot be any question as to 
the future of so American a people. 

'^The second century of Louisiana's statdhiood starts off with 
promises bright, and with possibilities so great as to stagger the 
reiy imagination itself. The opening of the Panama Canal; Fed- 
eral control of the flood situation; the elimination of all dangtt 
from epidemics in the future; reclamation of our wet lands; the 
building of good roads, and the tide of immigration that is turning 
our way will make the star in our country's flag, that answers to 
the name of Louisiana, shine, in the years to come, brighter than 
that' of any of her sister States.*' 

Mayor Martin Behrman spoke the welcome to the City of 
New Orleans to the many distinguished guests. 

He said: 

'^I need not assure this distinguished gathering how deeply I 
am impressed with the significance of this occasion. Carried back 
in retrospect through the vista of a century to another occasion 
which brought together on this spot a great and enthusiastic as- 
semblage, I see another imposing ceremonial, the result of which 
has made possible the event we celebrate to-day. We look in vain 
to-day for the kindly faces of those who were most conspicious in 
ihe^ events of that day and to whom this occasion would have been 
one of unspeakable pleasure were they permitted to be here. Qladly 
would they give the wealth of the (Jolcondas f or the privilege of 
participating in this ceremony; of mingling again with their old 
comrades ia arms and brothers in self-sacrifice and peril; and to 
witness the miracles wrought in that cause for the greater glory of 
which they rallied on this sacred spot on the day of which this is the 
never-to-be-forgotten anniversary. It surely must have been an 
interesting ceremony that added another star to the brilliant con- 
stellation that makes up the States of this iuvincible union, and 
which to-day glitters to the name of Louisiana, 

'TPhe Governor tells us in his eloquent proclamation calling 
public attention to the importance of this celebration, that as many 
fb thirteen States were carved from the territory included in the 
Jefferson purchase. If ever cordial friendship, warm affection and 
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SeVofMl &Mclizi&^i t>e ]>ossible 'ahiong separate cotnmunities^ it 
t^MMild HiXT^lj eiist betweeh tlie ^eoj^le of ihes6 tMfteen States, li 
tfcf^ bte tudi 'a thing as a cotiatxioh bond imitiag these prosperous 
^mixt6ttVe^Iths that bond is the City 'of tTew Orleans which was 
the capital of the Tast area whidh n6w cbAxprises these thirteen 
SVi^Sy iud- \rto the j&iecca for tiie peojple t>f all the teeming valley 
^ose ttftrivaAefd water way carried its abtihdant prddncts to the 
"^^ iDirfsions inay sptiiiig np^ ill blood !diay bnrn^ opposing parties 
%fb 'f6rW^ and iblf^^sts may cla^^ but the ties which nhite these 
Ihirteeii States 'and this did city are particularly strong in their rela- 
ffoh to the ptot^-^«trong iil &e de^s of the distinguished men to 
^hoin Lo^isia^a and her sistelr States owe their origin^ growth and 
^V^lopnl^t exLA in. which all have sl cbmnl'oh patrimony. In like 
ppirit I take pleasure in extending to y6u in behalf of its people^ a 
^likt&bB ^^Idbine 'to this old city^ with iihe kssui^ande that you will 
find it no less hospitable, ahd far linore interestihg, than those wlio 
preceded you one hundred years ago,'' 

IStfa. !Philtadet tt. &iox, S^cifeta'ry of State of the United 
%%'tei, Wis intfodAced by 'Gorernior SsiiAers ks '^tbe "representative 
^i iPlresident Ta¥t, fed '61ie of 'the greatest riien of the country.'* 

Ifcr. Kii6x htteorously remarked, before making his address, 
thkt !Pr^lient Taft 'had selected him because ^e represented him 
9h site. A±iA as Mr. Khdz is of medium size aiid build, and Fresi- 
^rft Taft is p'hysicaliy v^ry large, tlie feinark Vas greeited with 
laSaghteir, in Which the distinguished visitor heartily joined. 

ttr. lEStox w*as frequently a{>plauded imcl ^is eloquent tribute 
%b liouisiana was inightily cheered. 

Sectetkiy of Stite teaox qpoke 6h the tJenteliuliiEd's significance 
%i follows : 

*'*kr. '<;jhairmaii, fcadies arid 6entlemfei-i-Wheii '6ur forefathers 
& tlieir Msddm f orin^d *a liriore perfect union,' the domain of the 
tibftcid -States was bouiided 6n the west by a vast 'Empire belonging 
156 thfe *soVfereignty of Spaiti, which Vas trarisfeir^d by Spain to 
^mie m 1800. 

**Looking with far-sighted viWo'h itfto the future tod with a 

^e^h ^appl^^flftioh of the importtoce of haVirig an outlet to the sea 

V !f6r fiie isettleTB laiicl for the produce of the Mississippi Valley, jef- 

' iefsoh, iiot Vi^out ii misgiving as to its cbnstitutionality, seized 

tee bpifo¥hiMty presented by the exigeiciea of feiropean politics 
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to acquire thia immense territory by the treaty of 1803 with France. 
Thus was consummated the cheapest real estate transaction record- 
ed in history^ and one which in its results has fulfilled the prophesy 
of the French negotiator that the cession of Louisiana 'interests vast 
regions that will become by their civilization and power the rivals of* 
Europe before another century passes/ Well might Bobert B. Liv- 
ingston exclaim after the signature of tlxe treaty, ^e have lived: 
long, but this is the noblest work of our whole lives/ At the tinse* 
of this cession the population of the United States numbered les^ 
than 6^000,000 souls. To-day more than 92,000,000 find their 

« 

homes within its confines. Out of the wilderness acquired from. 
France have been formed thirteen great states, having by our last 
census an estimated population of nearly 18,000,000 against an esti' 
mated population of 60,000 at the time of the cession. Not th9 
least of these states and the first to be admitted as a state into the 
Union is the present state of Louisiana, 

'^hile giving to Jefferson all the honor due him in the trans- 
action, and it must be recognized that it required courage to take 
the patriotic action that he did, still we can hardly suppose that 
it taxed the wisdom of his statesmanship to forsee the. necessity oC 
acquiring the Louisiana territory for the United States and of as- 
suring to its citizens forever control of the Mississippi Biver; for 
events aside from European politics were shaping to make the* 
final action inevitable. During more than twenty years the Ameri- 
cans had asserted as an incontestable right the free navigation of 
the Mississippi Biver to the sea. It was indispensable to the sue* 
cess of the laige immigration that had peopled the region 
west of the Alleghenies. that the settlers there should have 
an outlet through the mouth of the Mississippi to the markets of 
the world. 

"By the treaty of San Lorenzo el Beal of Oct 27, 1796, the 
boundary between the United States and the Spanish colony of 
Louisiana was fixed in the middle of the channel or bed of the 
Mississippi Biver from our then northern boundary to the thirty-^ 
first degree of north latitude. The navigation of the Mississippi in 
its whole breadth, from its source to the ocean was made free to^ 
citizens of the Utdted States. They were permitted for the space 
of three years to deposit their merchandise and effects in the port ^f 
Kew OrkoBins and to export them thence, and Spain promised either 
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to continue thia permission or to assign to American citizens an 
equivalent establishment at another place on the banks of the Mis- 
sissippi. 

^^The operation of this grant was not interrupted at the ex* 
piration of the three years, but continued in force by tacit 
agreement until on Oct. 16, 1802, the Spanish intendant by procla- 
mation declared that the right of deposit no longer existed. 

^^The inhabitants west of the Alleghenies and east of the Mis- 
i^issdppi at that time were said to exceed 80,000. Excluded by 
natural barriers and lack of communication and transportation from 
the markets of the east and now by the intendanf s order deprived of 
their only means of exporting their produce, they saw in prospect 
their products rotting and their own inevitable ruin unless tiiie Fed- 
eral government should come to their assistance. The president 
find the Congress were beset with petitions and statements of 
grievances. Threats were made that if no aid was received from 
the government the people themselves would be obliged by necessity 
*to adopt themselves the measures that may appear to them calcu- 
lated to protect their commerce,' even though these measures should 
produce consequences unfavorable to the harmony of the Gonf eder- 
^Eu^y : 'The Mississippi is ours,' they said (I quote from Marbois, the 
French negotiator), T)y the law of nature; it belongs to us by our 
iiumbers, and by the labor which we have bestowed on those spots 
which, before our arrival were desert and barren. Our innumerable 
rivers swell it and flow with it into the gulf sea. Its mouth is the 
•only issue which nature has given to our waters, and we wish to use 
it for our vessels. No power in the world shall deprive us of this 
light. We do not prevent the Spanish and the French from ascend- 
ing the river to our towns and villages. We wish in our turn to 
tlescend it without any interruption to its mouth, to ascend it again 
and exercise our privilege of trading on it and navigating it at our 
pleasure. If our most entire liberty in this matter is disputed, noth- 
ing shall prevent our taking possession of the capital; and when 
we are once masters of it, we shall know how to maintain ourselves 
there. If Congress refuses us effectual protection, if it forsakes us, 
we will adopt the measures which our safety requires, even if they 
endanger the peace of the Union and our connection with the other 
states. No protection, no allegiance V 

''The treaty with France was signed on April 30, 1803, and 
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was approved by the Senate on Oct. 28 of that year. On the follow* 
ing day the ratifications of the two governments were exchanged and 
the treaty was publicly proclaimed by the President. Less than two 
months later the French flag was hauled down from the territory^ 
never to be raised again, and in its place the glorious Stars and 
Stripes went up, never^ let us hope, to be replaced. On March 26, 
1804> was approved an act creating the territory of Orleans, and 
by the act of Feb. 20^ 1811, the people of the territory of Orleans 
were authorized to form themselves a constitution and state gov* 
emment. 

^'Meanwhile, in 1810, Captain George Depasson and Captain 
Thomas, with 120 men, captured the Spanish garrison at Baton 
Souge and a provisional government was established by the people 
and on the 29th of September, 1810, an act declaring %e tern* 
tory of W^t Florida to be a free and independent state,'' was passed 
by a convention of the people. By direction of Congress the Presi- 
dent took possession of the province, and on Dec. 7 Governor Clai- 
borne raised the flag of the United States at St. Francisville. A little 
later the whole district was by proclamation annexed to the terri- 
tory of Orleans and divided into the six parishes of East Baton 
Bouge, Feliciana, St. Helena, St. Tammany, Pascagoula and Biloxi. 
On April 14, 1812, an act of Congress was approved enlarging the 
limits of the state of Louisiana by the inclusion of the i^ftrishea 
of the district between the Misedssippi and Pearl Bivers, thus giving 
to the state of Louisiana its present limits. 

- **The people of the territory having on Jan. 22, 1812, formed 
for themselves a constitution and a state government, and given 
to the state the name of the State of Louisiana, Cbngress, by an 
act approved April 8, 1812, declared the state of Louisianarto be on# 
of the United States of America, and admitted into the Union <m 
an equal footing with the original states. It was not, however, untfl 
April 30, 1812, 100 years ago today, that by its final provision the 
act took force and the state of Louisiana entered into that galaxy of 
states whose luster' has grown with the years and will continue to 
shine undimmed so long as popular government shall rest on good, 
wise and patriotic citizenship. 

'Tor more than 120 years prior to the cession to the United • 
States, the vast region comprised within the Louisiana purchase 
had been in the possession alternately of either Spain or France. 
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Accustomed to laws^ habits, language and goyemment so different 
from their own, it is not surprising that the act by which they w^re 
converted from subjects to citizens was not at first regarded witli 
enthusiasm by the original inhabitants of the ceded territory. The 
disfavor with which they viewed the transfer was augmented rather 
than diminished by the provisions for their government contained 
in the act of 1804, and by the possdbly injudicious selection of t^e 
officers to administer them, who are said to have had no knowledge 
of the language of the people and no sympathy with their feelings. 

^'English was established as the official language of the gor-* 
ernment and courts of justice, and the innovation of trial by jury 
was introduced. The native population refused to forsake their 
mother tongue, and as juries were chosen by lot, it often happened 
Ihat some of the jurors knew no English, and confusion was the re- 
sult. Much apprehension was excited among the people of the 
country by the first laws passed by Congress relative to the land 
titles, and the failure of Congress to allow them to elect their own 
liCgislature was regarded as an indignity put upon them. Events, 
however, were shaping toward a fusion of the Latin and Anglo- 
Saxon elements and the drawing closer of Louisiana to the Federal 
Union. The process of assiiuilation was begun by the putting into 
operation of the territorial government of Louisiana as an integral 
part^ of the United States, but its progress was hindered by neigh- 
borhood of a hostile foreign power. While the United States was es- 
tablishing its authority in the Orleans territory, Spain still re- 
tained its hold of West Florida. 

Spanish garrisons were maintained at Baton Bouge and Nat- 
chez. The town of Natchitoches, on the western frontier of the Or- 
leans territory, was in the possession of Spanish troops, and the 
town of Mobile was held by the Spaniards, notwiUistanding the right 
of the United States to West Florida. This was the situation 
when, on Jxdy 25, 1805, the arch conspirator, Aaron Burr, landed at 
New Orleans with his scheme for the invasion of Texas and Mexico 
:and the erection of a new government in the Southwest. Burr's 
Mer bold movements appeared to threaten New Orleans, into which 
city he had sent many secret agitators of his scheme. Governor Clai- 
lM>me warned the people of the penalty affixed to treason by the 
laws of the United States. Martial law prevailed; but while Burr's 
treason had found favor with some, his machinations found no re« 
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Bjponse 19, the large ma^ojit; of the people,. )|i(h9^ reojiuz^d loy^^ i@<| 
i;i fuU accoi^^ with GoyenjOT ClaiborBie. 

^The time was now approaching vhei^ ijhi^^ prapi^y of TS^Sf, 
poleon, T have giyexi tp Engl^fP^d. ^ rival that ^ill sooner qr. lat|| 
humble her pride/ was tp be iii a ujieasure fulfilled, 

^^he wf^r pi 1813 with £i\^land ht^d little, effect nppo Loi:^^9ivf^ 
^ntil nef^r its clpsj^; butir in, the fall pf 1814 it be^sama apparent i^V 
.^evf Qrle^^ iiiro:uld be attacked. General Jackapn hfisteAed t^ it^ 
defe^seJ^ a^^ oj\ that niien^pr^hle 8th oj( Janua^, 1815^ the arqij ol 
Pakenham was crushed. It is s^d t^t Ja^kspc^ caiipie to New Or? 
Jleans Vith many of the preconceived Amencan pirej^dice^ against 
tlje native inhabitants/ and that he ^ad been ly^^e^ by one in 
&igh authority Hhat the loyalty of the people tp the TJnite^ Statea 
was questioned^ and that there were many treacherously-inplined 
people in the city of New Orles^ns especially/ After the battle he 
j)ublicly ths^nked tli^e citizens of New Orleans fpr their enth^3iasti9 
patriotism. Had New Orleans and the Creoles been disloyal the 
Rattle of New Orleans might not have been woi^. The nai^esi o\ 
Yillere and Plfiuche^ of Latqur^ Dacquin ai^d Laci^Site ai^ of the 
Battalion d'Qrleans^ as well as the memory pf the patrip^ic CifeoU 
wop:\en who ge-ve thpir time as hospital nurses^, bear witness to ^heiJ? 
loyalty. By the battle of New Orleans prejudices were re^ipye^; the, 
French and Americc^n inhabitants became better ap^uainted; thf( 
barriers raised between thei^ by difference of lenguage and cus;tpp[V| 
weye, in great part, remove^. Louisiana beca^le xnore firn^y q^ 
mented to the other states and began that rapid march of prpg^e^ 
which has made her the great state she is today. 

^^Puring the Spanish rule of Louisiana iiz^ni^tipii was scjs 
atricted rf^ib^r tl^aa encouraged. S.o it is nq^l ft Bft^l^ o| wpp^^ 
tbf^t: f^t tl^e tiii\Q of it^ f^^(]iuiaatiQQ by tb€| United Stt^te^ tl^e f {^vp^ aj^lj* 
f^itf^ftte4 city pf I^e^ Origans had but; 8^000 inh^biil^ants. £lp sqp^ 
fis the ai^ei^tipipL tp tl;e U^ted states tpqk place ^h«tre Tya9 | 
^pt;^le ei^igri^tjion tp Louisiana frpifi ptl^er parts of the pountx^ 
^itl\ a|i ^vM^ ^Wt^ ft^4 a fe^ile an^ ^^wd boU, i^^y i^^ 
<rf Mfifeic^^ wftfii capable of cultiv^tiopj, the St^ti^ of J^i4»afi% f4if^^4r^ 
eg uQusuf4 attractjip^ to fhe planteir pi4 t^f( ^^pripiiltarist. Wi^jt"^ 
its borders could be raised not only aiigl^ir caney ^ottoQ^ tpbifi^q fj\^ 
ricfe k^t fm\^ W4 b^TP^, whe^t, cprn w4 t^cfld^ ^nd |i>r§ge crops. 
Iteloreate, 8^14 l^i Ij^ tor4ay the best aftd fii^esit gfijbieb k^^ xmm' 
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ing in fhe United States^ offered opportmiiiy for tt» lumber mea, 
while today her mineral resources^ though few; indude salt^ sol* 
phnr^ petroleum and natural gas. In 1907 Louisiana ranked seTentb 
in ihe states in salt production, while for the same year her sulphur 
output was more than $5,000,000 and her petroleum production ex* 
ceeded 5,000,000 barrels. .The fisheries of Louisiana too, afforded 
a remuneratire field. Her lakes, rivers and streams and her coast 
waters were, as they are to-day, stocked with a varied and abundant 
supply of fish, to say nothing of the great oyster industry of the 
gulf, which yei awaits a larger devdopment. 

^^ut it is not to her soil or her natural resources alone that 
Louisiana owes her prosperiiy and her greatness. Lying at the 
mouth of one of the greatest river systems of the world, which drains 
a great temperate zone equal, as has been said, in extent to all Eu- 
rope, except Bussia, and situated between two mountain ranges, with 
19,000 miles of navigable rivers and one-fourth of the railroad 
mileage of the world, Loui^ana is the natural gateway to the ocean 
of the products of the soil and mines and the factories of this great 
valley. Especially is this true with respect to the almost unopened 
inarkets of the countries bordering the Caribbean Sea. Kew Or- 
leans is the logical entrepot of the products which those republics 
export to the United States. It is logically and, in fact, a great 
distributing point for our exports to Central America and the Car- 
ibbean. It is due to this favorable situation that New Orleans is to* 
daj the second port of the United States in the amount of its for- 
eign frade. 

The possibilities of future commercial growth for New Orleans 
which will be greatly stimulated by the opening of the canal, are 
shown in some degree by the record of the last few years. I find 
that in 1907 the imports through this great port were substantially 
$46,000,000, while in 1911 they had mounted to neariy $67,000,000. 
An increase of $20,000,000, over 40 per cent, in the short space of 
four years is certainly a gratifying indication of the trade that may 
be confidently expected when the water way is opened and the dis- 
tances between New Orleans and the ports of the west coast of South 
America, Australia and the Orient are shortened, as they will be, 
by so many thousands of miles. 

Great as has been the growth of the progress of Louisiana dur- 
ing the past hundred years, who can f ortell the advancement that 
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this state shall make through the added trade possibilities that 
will be presented especially to you by the opening of the great in- 
ternational waterway now nearing completion. Let us see what 
this will mean to N'ew Orleans. The Mississippi Yallqr produces 85 
per cent of our com (the figures I give are those of the Bureau of 
Statistics of the Department of Commerce and Labor), 75 per cent 
of our wheat, 70 per cent of our Kve stock, 70 per cent of our cot- 
ton, 70 per cent of our iron ore, 70 per cent of our petroleum, 60 
per cent of our wool, 50 per cent of our copper, 50 per cent of our 
lumber, 50 per cent of our coal, approximately 40 per cent of our 
manufactures, and nearly 70 per cent of the farm areas and farm- 
values of the country. In short, it is to*day the world's greatest 
single producer of the articles entering international commerce and 
requisite in that commerce. By the breaking down of the barriers 
which have separated the Atlantic from the Pacific, the Mississippi 
Valley, through New Orleans, will have a direct route by water to 
all of the west coast of South America; a route to Japan 5,000 
miles shorter than at present; to Shanghai 3500 miles shorter; 
to Hong Kong 2,000 miles shorter, to the Philippines 
2,000 miles shorter, to Australia 5,000 miles shorter, and to New 
Zealand nearly 8,000 miles shorter. 

'^It will, place New Orleans nearer to most of these ports than 
is London, the great commercial center of our principal rival in the 
Oriental trade. 

"But it is more especially in the trade with Latin America 
that New Orleans should find its greatest opportunity. 'Trade can- 
not flourish unless governments are stable and conditions peace^ 
fttl. How important is it, therefore, that we should, especially 
with respect to the coimtries in geographical proximity to the Canal 
Zone, contribute to the removal of conditions of turbulence and in- 
stability by giving them all proper assistance in the promotion of 
peace, in the development of their resources, and in a sound reor- 
ganization of their fiscal systems. This has lately been the effort of 
the Federal Government with respect to Honduras and Nicaragua^ 
Hy reason of long years of government maladministration and in- 
iemal disturbances these countries found themselves with depleted 
treasuries and burdened with debts and claims which they were un- 
\able to meet without outside aid. Their plight directly or indirectly 
obstructs the development of the rest of Central America. These 
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two republics sought the aid- of the United States in the placing of 
their finances and administration upon a sound and stable basis 
with a view to securing the tranquility^ prosperity and progress of 
the two countries. Heartily sympathizing with the GoTemments 
of Honduras and Nicaragua in their laudable desire to develop their 
•countries by a reconstruction of their fiscal and economic situ« 
. ation^ the president empowered me to n^otiate with each a treaty 
Laving this object in view. These treaties are now before the Sen* 
-ate awaiting that body's advice and consent to their ratification* . 

Not only Louisiana^ but every state bordering on the Gulf of 
Mexico^ is interested in the peaceful development of Central Ameri* 
<:a. It is estimated that in 1909 the total trade of the United States 
with Central America and Panama exceeded $42,000,000, of 
which more than 25 per cent was handled through the gulf port^-* 
New Orleans alone having $9,000,000 of this trade. Stop and con- 
-sider that since the United States extended a helping hand to the 
Dominican Bepublic the total trade of that country has practically 
trebled, and you will have some idea of what benefit would result to 
the Southern States should the Nicaraguan and Honduran conven- 
tions be consummated. 

To no part of our country is the development of our commerce 
in the Caribbean region of more importance than to the State of 
Louisiana and the city of New Orleans, and to no part is it of more 
interest that in that region conditions for the promotion of trade 
should^ exist. Such conditions cannot exist in circumstances such 
■as control ih Honduras and Nicaragua, with a baleful indirect effect 
upon the rest of Central America. Therefore, as useful instru- 
mentalities for commercial expansion, if for no other reason, the 
treaties with Honduras and Nicaragua now before the Senate should 
have the sympathy and support, not only of Louisiana, but of the 
whole Mississippi Valley and the Southern States. 

Aside from its commercial importance, which was made con- 
spicuous at once, the State of Louisiana soon attained an eminence 
in the professdons of law and medicine. In medicine its medical 
college was the first to be founded in the Southwest and its Charity 
Hospital, one of the first free liospitals to be established in the 
United States, made good provi^ons for clinical lectures when 
they were almost tmknown in other parts of the country. In the 
law, I recall Edward Livingston, who wrote the Code of Judicial 



Celebration of the Louisiana Centennial. 35 

Procedure in 1805^ which was used for twenty years, and whose 
famous Criminal Code, with its philosophical introduction, is one 
of the foundation stones upon which criminal reformatory legisla* 
tion has been built. Then there were Mazureau and Christian 
Boselius and Judah P. Benjamin, the author of one of the classics in 
the literature of the law, and Bandall Hunt, whom Abraham Lin- 
coln's friends wished him to invite into his Cabinet, and John A. 
XDampbell, for some years a judge on the Supreme Court of the 
United States, who came from Alabama but practiced chiefly at 
the New Orleans bar after his retireiaent from the bench. Finally, 
Bnd not least, there is the present distinguished chief justice of the 
United States, Edward Douglass White, whom we all admire, not 
only for his legal abilities, but for his personal qualities. 

''In educational facilities the state is surpassed by few, if any, 
of the other states of the Union. Its public school system is ample 
and its institutions furnishing the higher education are too well 
known as too numerous to mention; while its charities, including 
the- hospitals at New Orleans and Shreveport, an institute for the 
blind, and three insane asylums, give evidence to the humaneness of 
its citizens. 

''The conspicuous part played by men of Louisiana in the na- 
tion's past history should not be overlooked. Zachary Taylor went 
. from his victories in Mexico to the President's chair. Edward Liv- 
ingston left the Senate to be General Jackson's Secretary of State, 
and, -at Jackson's direction, wrote one of the greatest of American 
state papers — the proclamation of 1832 against the doctrine of 
nullification. Another citizen of Loui^ana, Charles M. Conrad, 
was Secretary of War under President Fillmore; another, William 
H. Hunt, as Secretary of the Navy under President Garfield, creat- 
ed the Naval Advisory Board in 1881, which laid the keel of our 
new navy. When the great work of building the Panama Canal was 
undertaken a member of the first two commissions was the eminent 
engineer, Benjamin Morgan Harrod. I mention these as few; the 
list could be expanded. 

"In belles-letters, too, Louisiana has added to our wealth "in 
literature. Who has not read with interest the novels of George W, 
Cable, the portrayer of Creole life; the Oriental literature of Laf- 
dadio Heam; the historical sketches and novels of Grace Elizabeth 
King, the portrayer of character developed in Louisiana by blend- 
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ing of Anglo-Saxon and Latin blood, slavery^ and ilie change from 
opulence to porerty by the Ciyil War, and the poems and novela 
of Mrs. Davis; while Charles Gayarre's ^History of the Foreign 
Domination in Louisiana' is cited as tiie standard in the encydope-^ 
dias of to-day. 

* '^It is becoming that the people of the State of Louisiana should 
take pride in the great commercial, financial and industrial pro- 
gress which they have made during the past hundred years, retarded 
though that progress has been for a season by civil strife, and it ia 
fitting that they should give expression to that pride in this cen- 
tennary celebration. They are not alone in their rejoicing; their 
pride is shared by the citizens of the other communities forming the 
Federal Union; for what benefits one benefits all. Each in its pros- 
perity adds strength to the whole; while the Federal Government,, 
watching over them, preserves their rights and protects and pro- 
motes their interests abroad. Pride in and loyalty to one's state is: 
proof of the value of one's citizenship in our great, common coun- 
tiy." 

Professor Alcee Fortier, President of the Louisiana Historical 
Society and chairman of the General Committee on Centem^al 
Celebration, delivered the formal oration of the day. 

ADDBSSS OF PBOFBSSOB FOBTXEB^ 

Mr. Cbairman, Honored Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

. - In. 1903, under an act of the General Assembly of the State, the 
Louisiana lUstorical Society prepared a program for the celebration of* 
the centenary of the transfer of Louisiana from Prance to the United 
States, according to the treaty of Paris of April 30, 1803. The exer- 
cises took place on December 18, 19, and 20, and were worthy of the 
occasion. France was represented by her distinguished ambassador, M. 
Jusserand; Spain, by her consul in New Orleans, and the Preisident of 
the United States, by Admiral Wise, of our Navy. Governor Francis, of 
St. Louis, represented the directors of the great Fair which was soon to 
be opened to commemorate the centennial anniversary of the cession of 
Louisiana to the United States. The French, the Spanish, and the 
American navies were repnefsented by great battleships, which had as* 
sembled in our magnificent river, not fox war, but on an errand of 
peace. 

The celebration of 1903, Mr. Chairman, was a great success, and 
your honored predecessor. Governor W. W. Heard, expressed the thanks 
of the State to the Louisiana Historical Society for the patriotic efforts 
of its members in commemorating a great event in the history of 
Louisiana. Again has an important trust been confided to our Society 
by a legislative act, and, conscious of our responsibility, and gratefut 
for the honor conferred upon us, we have prepared a program for the 
celebration of a centenary of perhaps greater importance than that of 
1903. 
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Founded by Iberville an^ Bienville, Louisiana remained under the 
French domination until the year 1762,. when it waa eeded to Spain by 
the selfish King Louis XV who, in 1764, informed his subjeets on the 
banks of the J^lississippi that they were no longer French. In 1766^ 
Ulloa, the Spanish governor, arrived and in 1768 the colonists expelled 
him. The Louisianians had always had an independent spirit, and when 
they were abandoned by the French government, they thought of es- 
tablishing a republic in New Orleans, the capital of the province. This 
idea was but a dream of heroism and several of the brave men who 
had conceived it were put to death in 1769 by General O'Beilly, who 
established firmly the Spanish Domination. Nevertheless, the colonists 
did not lose their love for freedom, and, as they could not have a gov- 
ernment for themselves and by themselves, they helped the Americans in 
their great war for independence. Under Bernardo de Galves, the Louisi- 
anians made war against the British, who lost Baton Bouge and Natchez 
in 1779, "Mobile in 1780, and Pensacola in 17S1. The services of the 
soldiers of Qalvez were gratefully acknowledged by Washington himself, 
and their descendants^ of whom I am proud to be one, are now entitled 
to membership in the patriotic Society of the Sons of the American Bevo- 
iution. ' 

At the end of the eighteenth century Bonaparte, the glorious First 
Consul of France, the victor of Areola and of Bivoli, of the Pyramids 
and oi Marengo, took back Louisiana from Spain, and on April 30, 1803, 
on the eve of the war with England, ceded to the United States the im- 
mense province, from which have been formed thirteen States of our 
great American Union. 

The conqueror was also a statesman, and wrote himself Article 3 of 
the Treaty of Cession, as follows: 

' ' The inhabitants of the eediad territory shall be incorporated in the 
Union of the United States, and admitted as soon as possible, according 
to the principles of the Federal Constitution, to the enjoyment of ail 
the rights, advantages and immunities of citizens of the United States, 
and in the meantime they shall be maintained and protected in the free 
enjoyment of their liberty, property and the religion which they pro- 
fess." 

Laussat, the Colonial Prefect appointed by Bonaparte, governed Lou- 
isiana admirably for twenty days, from November 30 to December SO, 
1803. The colonists had been glad to become French again, although they 
liad done justice to the mild rule of 'the Spanish governors, after the 
departure of O'Reilly in 1769. The Louisianians regretted to see the 
tri-eolored banner of France lowered from the staff in the Place d'Armes, 
now Jackson Square, but they understood, when the American star- 
-spangled banner took the place of the French flag that they were becom- 
ing citizens of a country which was governed by the people itself. 

However attached they were to France, they knew that Laussat was 
right when, after quoting Article 3 of the treaty, he said to them on 
November 30, 1803: 

''The time will come when you will establish for yourselves a form 
-of government which, although respecting the sacred principles con- 
secrated in the social pact of the Federal Union, will be adapted to 
your manners, your usages, your climate, your soil and your peculiar 
Joealities. 

"You will be convinced ere long that, by the treaty of cession, 
France has conferred upon you the most omment and memorable of 
blessings.'' 

The Louisianians of 1803 understood how true were Laussat 'a words, 
a4d tbeir descendants today are grateful to the men who brought about 
the cession of Xioniftiana to tho United States, Bonaparte and his min* 
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ister 6arb4 Marbois, Bobert B. LivingstoBy James Monroe, and Thomas 
Jefferson. The latter acted as a great statesman when he added Lom)»ia« 
ana to the territory- of the United States, and he displayed excellent 
judgment when he appointed William C. O. Claiborne to govern the 
new American province. Governor Claiborne had a difficult task to 
perform, but he fulfilled it with admirable tact, industry, ability, and 
patriotism. 

By an act approved March 26, 1804, which was to be in foree 
October 1 1804, and to continue one year and to the end of the next 
se'Ssion of Congress that might be held thereafter, the Territory of 
Orleans was established. It comprised all that portion of Louisiana 
south of the Mississippi Territory and of an east-and-west line, to 
commence on the Mississippi Biver, at the thirty-third degree of north 
latitude, and to extend west to the western boundary of the said 
cession. - 

Congress had not been generous in its act of March $6, 1804, and 
the people of the Territory of Orleans were greatly displeased with 
the little freedom granted them. Indeed, Etienne de Bor^, the first 
mayor of New Orleans, resigned his office on May 16, 1804, through 
his patriotic pride as a native Louisianian. Claiborne, however, £d 
not' agree with Mayor Bor6, and in his first message to the Legislative 
Council, the first message of an American Governor in Louisiana, on 
December 4, 1804, he was most optimistic in regard to the future of 
the Territory. 

By an act approved March 2, 1805, Congress granted to the people 
of the Territory of Orleans a more liberal form of government and 
allowed them to elect the members of their Hou^ of Bepresentatives. 
The inhabitants, besides, were authorized to form a State government 
and were to be admitted into the Union, upon the footing of the original 
States, as soon as the Territory should have sixty thousand inhabitants. 
Although the freedom enjoyed by the people of the Territory was not 
very great, it was far greater than during the colonial dayi», and there 
was some form of self-government, from 1805 to 1812. During that 
period the most important events were Aaron Burr's conspiracy in 1806, 
.and the revolution in West Florida in 1810, by which the people of that 
section freed themselves from the rule of Spain. 

The Territory of Orleans had been preparing itself for several 
years for statehood, and, as its population, by a census of 1810, was 
76,556, it claimed that it had a right to become a State, and its d^egate 
in Congress, Julien Poydras, asked that the territory be admitted into 
the Union. The debates on that subject in the House of Bepresentatives, 
in January, 1811, are very interesting, and the speech of Josiah Quincy, 
of Massachusetts, excited the greatest surprise and interest all over 
the country. After stating what he considered should be the great rule 
of human conduct, he said: ''Under the sanction of this rule of conduct, 
I am compelled to declare it as my deliberate opinion that, if this bill 
passes, the bonds of this Union are virtually di^olved; that the States 
which compose it are free from their moral obligations; and that, as it 
will be the right of all, so it will be the duty of some, to prepare def- 
initely for a separation — amicably if they can, violently if they must.'' 

George Poindexter, from Misslissippi Territory, advocated the ad- 
mission of the Territory of Orleans into the Union, in accordance with 
article third of the treaty of cession, and condemned violently Mr. 
Quincy 's words in regard to separation from the Union. He added that 
the latter 's language, ''if accomplished by an overt act to carry the 
threat which it contains into execution, would amount to treason, ac- 
cording to its literal and technical definition in the Constitution and 
laws of the United States." In conclusion, Mr. Poindexter said: "The 
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fate of Aaron Burr ought to be a salutary warning against treasonable 
machinationa-^nd if others, having the same views, do not share a aim- 
ilar fate, it will not be because thej do not de^rve it." 

The debate between Josiah Quincv of IklassaehnsettSy and George 
Poindexter, of Mississippi, of which Jefferson Davis was later a cit* 
izen, is one of the mo^t curious incidents in history, and illustrates ad- 
mirably the irony of fate. In 1861, fifty years after the interesting 
speeches of Quincy and Poindexter, Massachusetts and Mississippi had 
very different views in regard to "secession from those of their repre* 
sentatives in Congress in 1811. 

The bill authorizing the Territory of Orleans- to form a constitution 
and State government was passed, on January 14, 1811, by a vote of 77 
yeas to 36 nays, and was approved by President Madison on February 
£0, 1811. Let us now see what was the condition of the Territory at 
that time. The population, as already stated, by a census taken in 1810 
by the marshal of the United States, exclusive of Went Florida^ was 
76,556. In 1803, the population of the immense province of Louisiana 
was about 50,000. In 1810, the city and surburbs of New Orleans had a 
population of 17,242, and the so-called precincts of New Orleans 7,310. 
In 1803 there were only about 8,000 inhabitants in the city. We see the 
large gain in population in the Territory of Orleans during the seven 
' years since the cession to the United States. The Territory was divided 
into twelve counties: Orleans, German Coast, Acadia, La Fourche, 
Iberville, Pointe Coup^, Attakapas, Opelousas, Natchitoches, Bapides, 
Ouachita, and Concordia. The counties were divided into parishes, for 
instance, the county of Orleans comprised "all that portion of coun* 
try lying on both sides of the river Mississippi from the Ballze to 
the beginning of the parish of St. Charles, including the parishes of St. 
Bernard and St. Louis." The county of German Coast comprised 'Hhe 
parishes of St. Charles and St. John the Baptist, commonly called the 
first and second German Coasts." The county of Acadia comprised 
''the parishes of St. James and the Ascension, commonly called the 
first and second Acadian Coasts." 

The University of Orleans had been established by legislative 
act in 1805, but the College of Orleans opened its doors to the young 
men of the Territory only in 1811. At that time the only important 
school for girls in the city was that of the Ursuline nuns, who had been 
here since 1727, and were occupying in 1811 their building on Cond6 
street, now Chartres, which dates from 1732, and is at present the old- 
est building in the Mississippi YaUey. The Government House of the 
French and Spanish Governors, which was situated on the Levee, and 
which became the first capitol of the State of Louisiana, was then in 
existence, but the members of the Constitutional Convention, thirty in 
number, met on November 4, 1811, in a large room fitted for their 
accommodation at the Tremoulet House, at the comer of St. Peter and 
Levee. On November 4, says ''Le Moniteur de la Louisiane," the old- 
est newspaper then in Louisiana, founded in 1794, took place many im- 
portant events; the opening of Congress, of the Convention, of the 
College, of the session of the Superior Court, of the Bank of Orleans, 
and of the Ball Boom. ''Nothing is lacking now," it adds, "but an 
opening of peace," referring, of course, to the great Napoleonic Wars 
in Europe. 

The temporary president of the Convention, on November 4, was 
F. J. LeBreton d'Orgenois, a Louisianian by birth. After some dis- 
eussion, the Convention adjourned to November 18, without electing a 
permanent president. The newspapers of that time were not more re- 
spectful to statesmen than they are today, and said that a certain 
member of the Convention had prepared a speech of ten pages of 
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foolscap, chiefly extracted from the eBsaya of Count de Mirabean. 
''That invaluable speech may be lost unless the Convention is regularly 
organized." The doctrines of liberty and equality, and that all men 
are bom equally free, were called "heresy" and ''theoretical stuff" 
by one writer, and another said that property should be made th« 
data for suffrage, at least $500 of taxable property, and $5,000 for 
elififibility to the Legislature. The writer added quaintly but judiciously: 
"Do not disqualify any man on account of his age— we see old fools 
in office as well as young ones, or why is the age of a man or the 
length of his beard a criterion f" 

On November 18, 1811, the Convention met for the second time, 
and Julien Poydras was elected president and Eligius Fromentin, 
secretary. Poydras had had a remarkable career. Bom at Nantes, in 
France, in 1740, he had come to the colony of Louisiana penniless, and 
had acquired a large fortune. When Qovernor Oalvez conquered JBaton 
Bouge from the British in 1779, Poydras wrote on that event a short 
epic poem which is the first work of the French literature of Louisiana* 
It has not great literary merit, but it is interesting as an historical doe* 
nment. The author evidently imitated Boileau 's c elebr ated epistle ~on 
the crossing of the Bhine by the cavalry of Louis XXV. In Poydras 's 
poem the Mississippi is awakened by a thunderbolt. He asks what 
mortal or what god has come to disturb the sweet peace of his happy 
shores, where dwell his cherished planteiB. He sends the nymph Scaesaris 
to find out who is the rash being that is invading his realm. The nymph 
goes into the camp, disguised as a mortal, and sees the hero. She re- 
turns to the god Mississippi, and describes the army and relates the 
story of the siege and capture of Baton Bouge. Her narrative to the 
river-god ends by a pbophecy of what hia banks will be under the rule 
of the victors. 

Poydras 's prophecy has been verified: The Mississippi has been 
one of the principal caui»es of the prosperity of Louisiana and of New 
Orleans, her metropolis. We love our great river; we admire it, and we 
are proud of it, however terrible it may appear, when it rises in its 
might and beats its banks with its tumidtuous waves. It has given us 
the soil upon which we Btand; it brings to us the commerce of the world; 
and, by its long course and that of its tributaries, it binds us in close 
friendship with many millions of our American fellow-citizens. Xiet us 
enjoy its benefits, and let the government of our country protect us 
from its ravages. 

The great importance of the event which we celebrate is that it 
made the Louisianians entirely free and self governing. A territorial 
form of government is more or less an autocracy, and we know that the 
people of Louisiana who, through all their history, had striven for 
freedom, .were not mtisfied with the form of government given them 
by Confess in 1805, however liberal it might have seemed. Julien Poy« 
dras, the president of the Convention, delivered a long address in French, 
on November 18, 1811, which was read in English by James Brown. Poy- 
dras expressed the opinion of the great majority of the people of the 
Territory when he said: "A territorial government is execrable; It is 
a monstrosity in the annals of a free peo{ue, which it should never have 
disfigured, and from which it should be forever erased." Tho style 
of Poydras 's address was as florid as that of his poem on Galvez. He 
compared the feelings of the people of the Territory of Orleans, which 
was about to become a State, to those of a navigator who, on the point 
of perishing, arrives at the port, the object of his hopes and of )us 
fortune. 

Jean Noel J>estr6ban said that the Territory should not have been 
separated from Upper Louisiana, or, at least^ a part of the latter should 
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have been annexed to it. He feared the clause of the requirements of 
OongreaSy which stated that the judicial and legislative proceedings 
should be written in English, a clause which Momed to exclude from the 
government the French speaking i>eople of the new State.' MpxwiBj 
Porter thought that the great mass of the people was not instructed in 
the principlea of freedom, a statement which was not favorablj rsi* 
eeived hy the members of the Oonyention and bj the large crowd whie}i 
bad assembled in the halL 

The great Question was: ^^State or no Statef I^ Breto|i 
d'Orgenois, Col. Bellechasse, Jean Blanque, Magloire Oniehard, Jam^s 
Brown, John Watkins, a former mayor of New Orleans, spoke in favor 
of a State, and Destr^han and Porter against it« Watkiaa was the mover 
of the resolution for a State, and the vote stood, for State 35, against 
it 7. It Beems strange that any member of the Contention should have 
voted against a State, but the men who did so were just as pa^riotie as 
their colleagues who voted for a State. A committer, consisting of 
Allan B. Magruder, James Brown, Henry Johnson, Henry Bry, Jean 
Blanque, Jean Noel Destr^han, and Michel Cantrelie, wap appointed tp 
draw the draft of a constitution. A memorial to Congrese was adopted 
praying for an extension of territory to embrace West Florida to the 
river Perdido. On November 29, Hagrud^r read the form of a copLstijtu* 
tion, which was ordered translated into French and published. 

On Becember 9, 1811, a name was chosen for the new State. Or- 
leans, Jefferson, and Lower Louisiana were suggested, but the Conven- 
tion chose Louisiana, the harmonious and beautiful n^me which La 3alle 
had given, in honor of Louis XIV, to the vast country discovered by 
him, a name which had been lost for several years, and which was to be 
as glorious as American Louisiana as it had been under the French, 
and Spanish dominations. So well beloved was the name Xiouislana in 
the Territory of Orleans that Bernard de Marigny, a member of the 
Convention, says that, when it was suggested to give to the new State 
the name of Jefferson, Louis De Blanc de St. Denis declared that, if 
such a proposition had any chance of success, he would arm himself ivith 
a barrel of .powder and blow up the Convention. BeBlanc was right, the 
name Louisiaiia is as sacred to the people of our great State as the 
name New Orleans to the people 4>f our great city. 

The constitution was adopted unanimously, on January 28, 1812, and 
Fromentin and Hagruder were appointed to lay it befpre Congress. They 
were to sail by the ship "Missouri,'' on January 27 or 28, and ex- 
pected to reach Congress in the first week of March. The Convention ad« 
joumed on January 28, having accomplished an excellent task, for the 
Constitution of 1812 suited admirably the Louisianians of that time and 
lasted until the year 1845. It was not C|uite as democratic as the men 
of our day tiiould like, but it was a judicious piece of work, under which 
the State prospered greatly for one-third of a century. Congress paissed 
an act for the admission of the new State of Louisiana into the Union, 
and the President approved the act on April 8, 1812. It was declared, 
however, that the act should not be in forpe before AprU 30, the ninth 
anniversary of the treaty of cession. By an act approved April 14, the 
greater part ^ the Territory of West J^lorida was added to the State of 
Louisiana. 

Let us cast another glance at th^ .city of New Orleans, the first 
capital of the State i>f Louisiana, and see how it was in 1812. The heart 
of the city was, as it is to-day, the Place d^Armes, from ivhich there was 
an unobstructed view of our splendid Miseissippi. Facing it on Chartres 
street were the Cathedra), and the two buildings on'e^h side of it, the 
^historic Cabildo and the Presbytery. There yraa one theatre, the St 
'Philip, built in X810, where thm irere plays 19 Frencji. Qn Thu;rsday, 
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April 30, 1812, exactly one hundred years ago, the "Th^&tre St. 
Philippe" played ** Joseph," an opera in three acts, by M6hnl and BnTal, 
for the b^efit of Mile. Eugenie Fleury, and '*L'Heureuse Erreur," 
comedy in one aet by Patrat. ^'Le Moniteur de la Loaisiane," of April 
30, give^ news from Washington of the session of Congress^ and we see 
an. advertisement signed by N. J. Boosevelt in regard to the persons 
who should like to be interested in the patent concerning steamboats, of 
liivingston and Pulton. There are also advertisements about fugitive 
slavery and news from Europe that Napoleon will soon make war against 
Bussia. Indeed in the New Orleans newspapers of 1811 and 1812, the 
great name of Napoleon occurs very often, a name Tyhieh attracted the 
passionate attention of the whole civilized world. In January, 1812, we 
see in the "Louisiana Gazette" that the King of Home bad had his first 
tooth. The unfortunate "Aiglon" was ^till a French prince at the 
Tuileries, and not yet an Austrian archduke at SchoBbmnn. 

An interesting news in the "Louisiana Gazette" was that the son 
of Carondelet, our enlightened Spanish governor, a brigadier general in 
the Spanish army, had acquired great glory at the siege of Ciudad Bodri- 
go during the war against the French, and that he had been appointed 
to carry the dispatch to the Cortes and to the Begency. There are 
notice!) of three private schools in New Orleans in 1812, and of the 
Banks of Louisiana and of Orleans. The mother tongue of the greater 
part of the inhabitants of the city was l^ench; the manners were ele* 
gant and pleasing, and life was very agreeable. What a difference, how* 
ever, between the New Orleans of 1812 and that of 1912, between the 
small town which had hardly spread beyond the Vieux Carr6 and our 
present large and beautiful city. The difference is also immense be- 
tween the Louisiana of 1812, with its magnificent resources still unde- 
veloped, and that of 1912, so prosperous and progressive that it is deli- 
tined to be one of the greatest States in the American Union. 

Louisiana having become a State, a governor was now to be elected. 
The Constitution provided that the citizens throughout the State should 
first vote for the various candidates, after which the returns were to 
be- opened in the presence of both Houses of the General Assembly, the 
two candidates having the highest number of votes were to be balloted 
on, and the one receiving the highest number of votes was to be de- 
clared elected governor. He was made ineligible for re-election, must 
be ithirty-five yean of age and the owner of landed property worth at 
least $5,000. No member of Congress nor minister of a religious society 
was eligible to the office of governor. 

The candidates for the governorship were William C. C. daibome, 
Jacques Yillerd and Jean Noel Bestr^han. The campaign was exciting, 
for Yiller6 and Destr^ban were both distinguished Creoles who had 
rendered great service to their native State. Claiborne received the 
highest number of votes from the people and was elected governor by 
the General Assembly of Louisiana, which had met on July 27. The 
Governor was inaugurated on July 31, 1812. His administration was des- 
tined to be eventful, «s war had been declared by Congress against Great 
Britain on June 18. In his inaugural address Governor Claiborne said: 
''War is not the greatest of evils — base submission to aggression would 
have been a greater eurse. It would have entailed dishonor, cowardice, 
vassalage upon our posterity In such a contest, the issue can- 
not be doubtful. In such a cause, every American should bare his 
bosom. Where justice is the standard, Heaven is the warrior's shield." 

The first Ainerican Governor of the State of Louisiana was worthy 
of the high esteem which the people had for him. His administration is 
memorable in our history for the heroic defense made on our soil against 
foreign invasion by Andrew Jackson and his brave troops, in Decemberi 
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1814, and Janaaiy, 1815. At the Battle of New Orleans the Americans- 
won the most complete victorj that histoiy has ever recorded, and the 
star of the eighteenth State of the United States shone with a brilliancy' 
which has never been dimmed from that time. 

From 1815 to 1861 Louisiana prospered greatly under the guidance- 
of wise and able governors^ and when the great war between the States 
broke out, the men of Louisiana did their full duty on the battlefield,, 
while the women were just as heroic at home by their fortitude, their 
charity, and their patriotism. After the war, the Louisianians showed' 
that, like the iSrench, who established the colony which has become an 
American State, they knew how to bear reverses nobly and to recover 
from them. Ever courageous and energetic, devoted to their State, the- 
Louisianians of to-day are happy and proud to celebrate the centenary 
of their complete independence. Louisiana -was the first Btate of the 
immense province acquired by Jefferson in 1803, to become a State of the 
American Union. She proved to be so worthy of statehood that when 
the other territories, formed from the so^alled Louisiana Purchase, and 
from the original province named by LaSalle, applied for admission into 
the Union, no speechen like that of Josiah Quincy in 1811 were heard in 
the national House of Bepresentatives. 

This Centennial anniversary deserves to be fittingly celebrated to 
commemorate an event which has been of great importance in the history^ 
of civilization. The world has gained by the fact that Louisiana became 
ft State of our United States one hundred years ago. Her Pelican will 
be forever isympathetic to all human beings who admire courage and 
self -sacrifice. Non i^bi sed suis is one of the mottoes of Louisiana, and 
to these beautiful words are added others no less beautiful: Justice, 
TJnion, and Confidence. Let the citizens of our State be faithful to her 
mottoes, and in a hundred years from now, the second centenary of 
Louisiana's statehood will be celebrated with the same enthusiasm as the 
first centenary is celebrated today. There will be, as there are now, 
distinguished delegates from sister States of the Union and from foreign 
countries, and the world will say, as it is saying today: Louisiana, you 
have fulfilled your task well as a civilized State. May God grant that you 
. be forever worthy of being a sovereign State of the United States of 
America! 



Governor Earl Brewer, of Mississippi, was introduced by Gov- 
ernor Sanders. 

The chief executive of Mississippi had for his subject ''Sister 
States.'' 

He said that he did not propose, in view of the lateness of the 
hour, to make a long speech. The programme has been protracted,, 
and the people must be fatigued after standing for three hours. 
Under such circumstances a visitor from another State could not 
say anything that would interest the assembly. It would take some^ 
topic of a local nature, such as for instance, politics, to hold the at* 
tention of the vast audience. 

At this stage of Governor Brewer's address, the attention of 
the people was attracted by the ceremony of flag-raising in Jack- 
son Square. The noise in the square interruptied the Governor's- 
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speech, and when there occurred comparative quiet, he tried to keep 
on, stating that he admired the great progress made by the State. 

But the bands of music began playing as the flag slowly went 
up the tall pole; the multitude cheered, the big bells of the St. Louis 
Cathedral pealed forth a musical chorus, and cannon boomed in 
national salute to- the flag. 

The ceremony of flag-raising being over. Governor Brewer 
said that he had better quit speaking, but loud cries of, ''Go on, 
go on. Governor,'* encouraged him to resume. He then stepped f or- 
"ward and said that at all times Louisianians have been ready to 
^come forward for the j^ation when her life was in jeopardy, and in 
times that called for great men, Louisiana has always responded to 
-the command of the liour. If one should call the roll, and challenge 
the world, no list would be complete without the names of Lou- 
isiana's unconquered heroes. 

Governor Brewer spoke in words of high praise and admira- 
iaon of General Zachary Taylor, the hero of the Mexican War, a 
Xx>uisianian, who was on his return to the United States elected 
President of the United States. 

The eloquent visiting Governor next mentioned the part 
played by troops from Louisiana in the epochal battle of New Or- 
leans in 1815 when the British invaders were totally routed. Lou- 
isiana furnished fifty per cent of the soldiers on that memorable 
occasion. 

The Governor then passed on to lauding the patriotic men who 

took such active part, at the risk of their lives, in the dark days of 
reconstruction in Louisiana, and who so signally aided to free the 
State from obnoxious rule, and re-established the government which 
the people of the State desired. 

In these days, when people are dissatisfied with present po- 
litical plans of the man who promised a downward revision of the 
tariff, and gave an upward revision ; when heresies and " *isms," are 
:attempted to be put upon the people, who are falling out with the 
times, some man from the South, and perhaps from Louisiana, 
might walk into the Presidency, and pave the way for a higher, 
tetter, and more lasting civilization. 

Governor Brewer thaoked the people for their kind attention 
in spite of the noise and tumult, and when he retired, there were 
Jiearty cheers for the plucky Governor of Mississippi. 
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Miss Clarisse Cldbome, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Femand 
Claiborne, gieat-grand-daughter of Hon. W. C. C. Claiborne, the 
first American Oovemor of Lonisiana, and niece of Hon. Charles F. 
Claiborne, member of the Louisiana Historical Society, and of fhe 
general committee on Cent^onial, took hold of the ropes that hoisted 
the flag of 1812, of the United States, over the State flag of 
Louisiana. Miss Claiborne is not only a descendant of the first 
gOTemor of Louisiana, on the paternal side, but on the maternal 
side she is a descendant of the Honorable Jacques YiUer^, vho wa9 
the second American Goyemor of this State) from 1816 to 1820. 

The school children sang '^he Star Spangled Banner,'' at 
the conclusion of the flag raising. 

A detachment of the Washington Artillery fired a salute of 
seyenteen guns — ^the national salute — and next boomed one more 
gun in commemoration of the fact that Louisiana was the eighteenth 
State to be admitted into the Union. 

PR£3£NTAtI0N OF PBIZB MEDAL TO HISS 0INWIDDIE. 

Judge A. A. Gunby of Monroe, donor of the prize medal to be 
competeted for by pupils of the public schools, for the best essay 
on '^he Significance of* Louisiana's Admission into the Union 
as a State," presented the gold medal to Miss Emily B. Dinwiddie. 

Judge Ounby in presenting the medal said: 
Mr. Chairman and Fellow Citizens of Louisiana: — ^It seems 
proper that I should explain the object and purpose which the 
Louisiana Historical Society had in view in presenting a medal 
on this occasion. The Society thought, and properly thought, that 
the purpose of the celebration should be mainly educational and, 
therefore, that the public schools of the State should be interested in 
this celebration in the most direct and efficient form. The So* 
ciety offered a medal to be contested for by all the pupils of all the 
schools in the State embraced in the fifth, sixth, seventh Vnd eighth 
grades. Doctor Gwinn, the distinguished Superintendent of Public 
Education for the city of Kew Orleans, was put in charge of this 
contest and he invited essays on the subject of "The Significance of 
the Admission of Louisiana to the Unions" and requested the 
principals of the schools to make choice of all the essays presented 
and to send him two of the best essavs chosen from the entire list. 
There were over a thousand essays on the subject presented, and I 
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am proud to say the study of Louisiana history was stimulated and 
•encouraged more than it has ever been before by this historical 
•contest. Doctor Qwinn states that he received seventy choice es« 
says from the number written and that he^ together with his com- 
mittee^ examined and weeded out those essays and selected there* 
from ten of the best; but all indications from whence these as- 
says came and by whom written were eliminated and that these 
essays were then submitted to a committee composed of Prof. Butler 
of 3f ewcomb College, Miss Grace King and Miss Imogen Stone, and 
they selected from these essays one that they considered best in form 
and composition. This essay was written by Miss Emily B. Din- 
widdie of the Xewman Manual Training School of New Orleans. 

I ask permission to say, before this vast audience, that the ob- 
ject of the Historical Society in giving the children of the State a 
prominent and leading part in these exercises, was a noble and 
wise one. Our children are the jewels of Louisiana; they are our 
best and most valuable product; they are the pride of the present, 
the hope of the future and the glory of the past. For my part, I 
would rather have my name connected with the children of the 
State than with any of the elaborate and learned orations and es- 
says that have been submitted here on the career of Louisiana in 
the past and her prospects for the future. 

I hope I may be also permitted to say that the history of Lou- 
isiana is the most important of any State in the Union, and, I 
might say, more important than the history of any other State 
or nation in the world. The significance of the admission of Louisi* 
ana to the Union has never been adequately treated by any his« 
torian. Time will not permit to discuss, nor even to outline the 
immense significance of that event in the history of our Govern- 
ment. The admisadon of Louisiana to the Union not only achieved 
the great things that have been outlined here on this stand; it not 
only made the Mississippi the greatest pathway of commerce in 
the world; freed for all time the navigation of the Mississippi 
Biver and made it the bond of an indissoluble union; it not only 
destined the City of New Orleans to become the greatest seaport 
in the world, as Jefferson said; it not only was "the. first State 
formed out of the foreign territory, as has been well said here, 
and made possible the admission of thirteen States from the terri- 
tory purchased from Napoleon; not only made of the United States 
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a more powerful GoTenunent, a continental GrOTenunent, a world 
power, which no other nation dare to attack, which no other na- 
tion on earth would successfully hope to compete with in war; it 
not only provided the people of the United States a fine territory 
of rich and fertile soil which enables Louisiana, tike her Pelican^ 
to feed her own young, and in time to feed the young of all the 
«rorld; but aboTe all, and before all, the admi^ion of .Louisiana to 
the Union made possible and necessary the annunciatica of the 
Monroe Doctrine by, Presrident Monroe, who had been the pleni* 
potentiary to make the treaty with Napoleon; the annunciation 
of the Monroe Doctrine, which, thanks to the Louisiana purchase, 
has reserved the soil of all countries in the Western Hemis|diere 
for popular goyemment and thus reTolutionized the gOTemmenta 
and the political ideas of the whole world. Such was the signifi* 
cance of the admission of Louisiana as a State in the Union. 

To stimulate the study of history, to enable our children and 
our children's children to realize the immense significance of that 
commonwealth to the Union of States, was the wise and noble ob« 
ject of the Louisiana Historical Society. We want the children of 
this State to become deeply and truly yersed in the history of Lou* 
isiana and that shall be the proudest memento of this great occasion. 
If I may be permitted, in some measure, to paraphaae the words of 
the greatest oration, every delivered on American soil, I would say 
that the Louisiana Historical Society wishes that you children, who 
stand around this stage, would go forth from this celebration and 
consecrate yourselves anew to the service and glory of Louisiana; 
that from the memories of this day there may be a new birth of 
freedom and a new baptism of patriotic fire in this common- 
f/ealth. 

Xow, Miss Dinwiddie, I take great pleasure and pride in pre- 
senting to you, as the winner among a thousand competitors, as 
the winner in an honorable and severe contest, as in the noblest 
sense, the Queen of this Celebration, I take great pleasure in con- 
gratulating you on your ambition and ability and courage, and pre*> 
senting to you, as a representative of the children of the present 
and the children of the future, this beautiful medal, this Louisiana 
Centennial medal, which bears upon one of its golden sides the 
coat of arms of your native State, and upon the other the following 
inscription: 
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"LOXnSIAN'A CENTENNIAL MEDAL. 

For Prize Essay 

Presented to Emily B. Dinwiddie, 

April 30^ 1912/' 

• Miss Dinwiddle's essay that won the coveted prize, was as fol- 
lows; 

LOXnSIANA AS A STATE* 

'^When Napoleon Bonaparte sold this land to the United States 
for fifteen million dollars, he little dreamed of its value. Thd 
people criticized Thomas Jefferson strongly for buying what they 
thought to be a waste land of forests, water and swamps. They, too, 
little thought of what value it would be in only a oentuiy, for now 
it is estimated to be worth at least a huhdred billion dollars. It is 
said that the wealth of her natural resources is greater than that 
of any of the thirteen States forming the original body of the Union. 
Congress hesitated in admitting the State into the United States 
because it was inhabited so largely by the French and Spanish 
Creoles, whose ideas of liberty and government were so very dif- 
ferent from those 6f the Americans. Even after she was admitted 
US a State there was a great difference of opinion as to whether it 
iras a good thing or not. The American people who had moved 
Into the purchased land were very glad, but the French inhabitants 
Were sorry, for liow they lost all hope of being restored to the 
JfrencH government again. 

Let us look at some of the changes that have taken place since 
that time. In 1803 a census was taken and it was found that the 
inhabitants in the ceded territory were 49,000. Now in the State 
of Louisiana alone (and it is but a small part of the Louisiana 
purchase) there are more than thirty-three timed as many. 

New Orleans was then the largest city of the territory, and 
still is. The position of this city is one reason for its being large. 
It is a river harbor, aboUt 100 miles from the gulf, but easily 
reached by ocean vessels. Shreveport and Baton Bouge (the cap- 
ital) are also important commercial cities. 

Many people thought that Louisiana was a great area . of 
tttalarial swamps, and it is true that they take up about a third of 
the State, but they are now regarded as her greatest source of 
wealth, for they are not swamps in the usual meaning of that word. 
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they are really rich prairie lands overflowed by the many rivers 
going into the gulf. When drained and reclaimed they make the 
richest of farm lands. 

Cotton, sugar cane, com and rice are the great crops of the 
State. Cotton is raised mostly in the southeastern part, rice in the 
southwestern part. Cotton is the most important crop financially, 
Bugar cane ranks next, then com, and fourth, rice. Wheat, oats, 
potatoes and peanuts have been found to do well in this soil. Cattle 
nnd sheep can be raised profitably throughout the State, especially in 
the pine lands. 

Ko account of the material advantages would be complete 
without mention of her wealth in almost every form of fish life. The 
rivers and bayous which run into the Oulf of Mexico, carry down 
great quantities of food for fishes, and redf ish, pompano, mullet, 
trout, redsnappers, sheepshead aiid Spanish mackerel are found in 
great abundance, besides inexhaustible quantities of oysters, 
shrimps and crabs. The enemies which destroy many oysters in- 
the northern beds are not f oimd here, and the warm water makes 
the oysters grow much faster. 

Some of the most important industries are the manufacture 
of sugar and the mining of sulphur and salt. Although the oil in* 
dustry is a new one, Louisiana is eighth in the oil producing States. 
The opening of the Panama Canal will probably do a great deial for 
the commerce of this city, for it is the nearest large port. The 
water ways are many and important. The principal one of these 
is the Mississippi, which joins New Orleans with many large cities, 
including St. Louis, Memphis, Louisville and others. New Or- 
leans is the terminal for many of the large railways in this country. 

The State has made wonderful progress in developing its 
schools. It was once thought that public schools were sort of 
charitable institutions for those who could not pay to educate their 
children, but this idea has changed entirely and all classes now 
aend their children to public schools, which give as good teaching 
as many private schools. 

In addition to many high schools the State has two large 
universities and three experiment stations. 

Louisiana has given some great men to the world, Audubon, a 
great naturalist; Bichardson, a great architect; Gottshalk, a great 
Wusician; Benjamin, a brilliant lawyer; Beauregard, a famous mil** 
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itary engineer, and Zachary Taylor, one of the United States' fin- 
est Presidents. She has no cause to be ashamed for her offerings 
to the United States and to the world." 

* 

The children of the public schools sang "Dixie," and every- 
body stood while the Southern song was being so sweetly given 
by the young people, to the accompaniment of the orchestra from 
the battleship New Hampshire. 

The exercises closed with a benediction by the Bev. Dr. B. F. 
Coupland, D. D. 



OFFICIAL OPEXIXG OF THE LOUISIANA STATE 

MUSEUII OF HISTOBY AND COMMEBCE; THE 

CABILDO AND PBESBYTEBY. 

An important feature of the day was the formal opening of 
the Louisiana State Museum which took place in the Cabildo, now* 

Presbytire, on the lower side of the St. Louis Cathedral. Historical 
mementoes and relics are kept in the Cabildo, while in the other 
building are preserved specimens of the varied products of Lou- 
isiana. 

In the office of the curator, Mr. Bobert Glenk, refreshments 
were served to the visitors. 
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THE BAIfQUET. 

The celebration of the banquet in the gold room of the Hotel 
Grunewald was a social function of great interest. The toastmaster. 
Professor Fortier, presided with dignity, and the toasts and allusive 
music were much enjoyed. 

THE OBDEB OF TOASTS. 
Husle — ^''Southern Smiles Marefa." 

Inrocatioa. 

Most Key. Archbishop James H. Blenk, of New Orleans. 
Toastmaster — ^Prof . Alc6e Fortier, President Lonisiana Historical Society. 

"W^coniA to Our Chiests.'* 
By JProt. Alc^e Fortier. 

Musie^ — ^^'Auld Lang Syne." 

* 'The President of thA TTnited StatM." \ 

Response by Hon. Philander 0. Knox, Secretary of State of the United 

States, representing President Taft. 

Music— «« Hail to the Chief." 
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France." 



Response by Hon. Henri Francastel, Consul General of France in 

New Orleans. 

Music— "La Marseillaise." 

••Spain." 

Response by Don Senor Alexandro Berea y Rodrigo, Consul of Spain in 

New Orleans. 

Music — **Hymne de Riego." 

••Louisiana of the Fart." 

Response by Hon. Charles F. Claiborne, grandson of the first Governor 

of Louisiana, W. C. C. Claiborne. 

••Louisiana of the FreMnt." 
Response by Hon. J. T. Sanders, Governor of Louisiana. 

••Louisiana of the Future." 
\ Response by Hon. Henri L. Gueydan, of Vermilion Parish, Senator. 



S2 Celebration of the Lotdsiana Centennial. 

Musie^-^'My Louisiana Lou.'' 

«*T]16 GitF of N«fr OzloaM'* 
Besponse by Hoiu Martia Bebrmaa, Major of New Orleans. 

Music^' < Cher mo 1 'aiouA Toi. ' ' 
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''The Bisfeorical Beiation of Queliee to tbe Oitjr of Kew Orleans. 
Besponse by Bev. Antonio Huot, of Laval University Quebec. 

Musio-—*^ ' international Hymn. ' ' 

^'XaaUn America.*' 

Besponse by Hon. Bon Senor Bieardo Arias, Minister of Panama in 

Washington City. 

Music— -"La" Paloma," 

"The Army of the TTnitod Stalm" 
Besponse by Lieutenant-Colonel Lansing H. Beach, tl. 8. Engineers. 

Music— «* My Own United States,'' 

"The Navy of the ttnlted Stakes." 
Besponse by Captain J. H. Oliver, Commanding the U. 8. Battleship 

New Hampshire. 

Music — "Stars and Stripes, Forever." 

"The Day We Celebrate." 
Besponse by Judge Henry Bensbaw, of Division C, Hrst City Court, N. O. 

Music—" Dixie." 

"Sdncatioii.iB Zionlaiaaa.^' _ - . 
Besponse by Dr. £. B. Craighead, President of Tulane University. 

MusiC"-^' School Days." 

"The Judiciary of Zionifliaxia.'.' .. 
Besponse by Hon. Joseph A. Breaux, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court 

of Louisiana. 

Music— "You Gotta Quit Kickin' My Dawg Aroun'." 

"Th.» General AsasmlAy of I^ntsiaaa.'* 
Besponse- by Colonel J. D. Hill. 

Music-^" Alexander '8 Bagtime Band." 
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"TU BUtoxieal SocietiM of th« USited Ststos.*' 

Besponse by Hon, M. W. C. Sprague, representing^ the Governor of 

Michigan. 

Husie — ^"Then You 11 Bemember Me," 

*'Oiir Visiting QoTemonk'^ 

Besponse by Hon, Earl Brewer, Ctovemor of Mississippi. 
Mnsio— ''We Are & Band of Brothers.'' 

*'The Irfbdits.'* 
Besponse by Prof. H. M. GilL 

Mnsic—"My Beautiful Doll.'' 

"Iioiiiaiaiia State Mnaefmn." 

Besponse by Hon. T. P. Thompson, President of the Board of Curators 

of the Museum. 

Mu8ie-^"Home, Sweet Home." 



••The Presfc" 

Besponse by Hon. John Bymond, Former President of the Louisiana 

press Association. 

Musie— ''Washington Post." 

Benedictioxi. 

By Bev. George H. Gomelson. Pastor of the Pirst Presbyterian Church, 

Kew Orleans. 

Music— "The Star Spangled Banner." (All Standing.) 
... lioader of Orchestra — ^Prof. George L. O'Connell. 



Among the distiBguished persons present at the banquet as 
gnests of the committee were: Hon. J. Y. Sanders, Gk)yemor of 
Louisiana; Hon. Earl Brewer, Grovemor of Mississippi; Hon. W. E. 
Clark, Goyemor of Alaska; Hon. Philander C. Knox, Secretary of 
State of the United States; Most Bey. James H. Blenk, Arch- 
bishop of New Orleans; Hon. Henri Francastel, Consnl-General of 
France; Hon. Alexandro Berea y Itodrigo> Consul ot Spain; Hon. 
J. B. Calyo, Minister in Washington from Costa Bica; Hon. Bicardo 
Arias, Minister in Washington from Panama; Hon. H. T. Carew 
Hunt, British Consul General ; Hon, F. Dayila, Minister from Hon- 
duras ; Hon. Salyator Castrillo, Minister from Nicaragua ; Hon. B. 
\Bengoechea, Consul General of Guatemala; Hon. G. Ecceverria 
Aguilar, Consul of Belgium; Hon. M. W. C. Sprague, representing 



54 Celebratiofh of the LotMiana CenienrmL 

the Governor of Michigan; Captain W. S. Wood, commanding bat- 
tleship "Nebraska;*^ Captain J. H. Oliver, commanding battleship 
*'New Hampshire*' ; Lieutenant-Commander D. E. Dismukes, IT. S. 
S. "Petrel" ; Lieutenant-Cdonel Lansing H. Beach, II. S. Engi- 
neers; Major S. A. Kephart, commanding troops at TT. S*. Bar- 
racks ; Bev. Antonio Huot, of Laval University, Quebec, and many 
others. . 

The banquet was in every way successful and enjoyable to 
ihoae who participated in it. Space precludes our reproducing ia 
full the text of the toasts delivered, but we shall present some as 
representative of the wide interest aroused beyond the borders of 
the State by the celebration. 

The toast first announced by the toastmaster. Professor 
Portier, was "The Presddent of the United States,'' and the entire 
company rose to greet the response made by Hon. Philander C. 
Eaiox, representing, at the Centennial celebration, the Chief Ex- 
ecutive of the Nation. 

Mr. Knox, in beginning his talk, took occasion to refer to the 
lavish hospitality tendered him during the Centennial ceremonies; 
hospitality of so generous a character as to prove to his satisfaction, 
Louisiana's claims to that quality in an unusually high degree. 

"I am glad to be asked to respond to a toast to the President," 
said Mr. Knox. "There is, to my mind, no office in all the world, 
more responsible and more mighty than that of Chief Executive 
of these United States. We have, in this country, a government in 
many ways^ peculiar to ourselves, and in which the power is vested 
in legislative, judicial and executive officers, but yet remains in the 
hands of the people. In politics flie power, at the last, is always 
with the people. They must always rule, and not in this govern- 
ment, or any other government, has any system of monarchial or 
oligarchical control been so strong as to long prevail over the de- 
mands of a righteous and assertive people, resolved to be free. 

*TV^e may take office from our legislators when they make un- 
wise laws. We may impeach our judicial officers when they make 
improper or dishonest decisions — and I am glad to say that not 
more than two or three times have charges of dishonesty against 
K judges been sustained. We may even impeach the President. 

^ITow, in all this complex scheme of administrative life the 
President's office is the most important, by far. He must be a 
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man of broad comprehension— indeed almost universal comprehen* 
siveness is reqiured of him. Filling the Presidential office, now, 
we have a man who by qualififations, by heriditary endowments, 
and by experience, is one of the ablest men, to my mind, ever in 
this high position. Mr. Taf t's father was Attorney Greneral of the 
United States. He spent his boyhood in an atmosphere of vigorous 
Americanism. When a young man he ascended to the bench, and 
served wisely as a judge. He became Solicitor General of the 
United States, and from that position graduated to the post of 
Secretary of War. As Secretary and in the previous capacity of 
Governor of the Philippines, he performed diplomatic services of 
inestimable value to his country. So interested was he in his 
labors of directing Philippine affairs, that while engaged there 
he twice refused to accept a position declared to be the height of 
his ambition — a seat on the Supreme Court bench. 

*^I say to you, William Howard Taft is a man of fullest Pres- 
idential stature, a thorough reformer without ostentation, a man 
who, deciding upon the advisability of roasting a pig, can do so 
without burning a village.'^ 

The Honorable Henri Francastel, Consul General of France at 
K'ew Orleans, replied to the toast "France,'* in his native tongue. 

"M. Jusserand m'a charg6 de le repr6senter & ce memorable 
anniversaire. Nous devons regretter profondement son absence, car 
en admettant que je puisse rencontrer les parole qu'il convient de 
dire k ce banquet, ces paroles n'auront jamais dans ma bouche 
Fautorite qu'elles auraient cue dans celle de PAmbassadeur de la 
B^publique fran^aise. 

Quoi qu'il en soit, la substitution etait fatale, puisqu'elle s'est 
produite; fatale comme Petait la reunion de la Louisiane aus 
£tats>Unis d'Am6rique. Les ev^nements historiques sont in^lucta* 
bles; il serait etrange, en effet, que revolution des espies fut 
r^gie sur la terre par des lois inflexibles, tandis que les destinees de 
lliumanite seraient livrees aux caprices du hasard. 

II 6tait terit que la Louisiane serait rendue k la France en 
1800 et, que le retour k mon pays de cet immense territoire 
n'aurait qu'une duree eph^m^re. En 1803 Bonaparte cMait la 
liouisiane aux Etats-Unis. 

"J'ai entendu dire que les Louisianais devaient k Farticle 3 du 
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traits de cession^ leur prompte admission dans rUnion am4ricaine« 
Get article stipnlait bien que les Louisianais deviendraient aussitdt 
que possible citoyens des Etatts Unis, et auraient la jouissance de 
leur liberty et de leurs biens^ ainsi que le libre exereice de leur re- 
ligion; mais il ne faut pas s'exag^rer Fefficaciti d'un pareil article. 
Enle signant, le Premier Consul faisait un beau geste et un geste 
adroit. A la yeille du jour od il s'appr^tait k r^tablir Vordre en 
France en supprimant la liberty, il se pr^occupait de conserrer 
cette m@me liberty, k une poign6e de citoyens frangais qui &!hap« 
paient k sa main dominatrice^ et il s'af f irmait ainsi r6publicain« 

C^est k elle mSme^ Messieurs, que la Louisiane doit sa rapide 
616Yatipn au rang d^Etat ; elle 6tait mflre pour Tautonomie. Lorsque 
son ^toile est all^ prendre place dans le champ d'azur du drapeau 
am6ricain, Fheure 6t^t venue de ce lerer d'astre sur I'horizon 
politique. 

La cession de la Louisiane a eu son bon cdt£ pour la France. 
Quand deux peuples sont voisins, il est impossible qu'ils n'aient paa 
de temps k autre maille k partir ensemble; si les Frangais et les 
Am^ricains s'etaient trour^ en perp£tuel contact aux limites mtil 
fix^s du bassin du Mississipi, des f roissements eussent it6 
inevitables. Que serait devenue cette amiti6 qui dure depuis un 
si^le et demi et dont il n'existe peut4tre pas d'autre exemple dans 
ITiistoire ? ' 

"Tout est done pour le mieux. H ne me reste plus qu'Ji former 
un souhait. Fuisse cette amitii plus que s^ulaire ne subir jamais 
d'eclipse et se prolonger k la faveur de traites d'arbitrage, jusqu' k 
Fay^iiement de cette paix universelle dont quelques hommes 
politiques de ce temps ne croient pas la realisation impossible. 

Senor Don Alexando Berea y Rodrigo, Consul of Spain at TSew 
Orleans, responded in Spanish, to the toast ''Spain/' 

Senor Berea said : 

''Senores: — ^Ineludibles atenciones de su elevado cargo ban 
impedido al Sr. Ministro de S. M. en Washington asistir & los festi* 
vales llevados & cabo en esta ciudad para conmemorar el centenario 
de la entrada de la Luisiana come Estado dentro de la gran Union 
Korte- Americana ; pero, habiendo delegado en mi, cumplo tan 
honorem mision haciendo publico testimonio de agitidecimiento & 
la Comision organizadora de este Centenario por la delicada aten« 
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cion que ha tenido invitando & EspaSa & ooncurrir por medio de 8U 
Tepresentante & estas solemnidades^ agradecimiento que tengo que 
hacer extensivo al Senor que dedic6 su brindis & Espana por f rases . 
laudatorias que dedico & mi querida Patria 7 que apredo en todos su 
valor. 

^^Todos sabeis el importantisimo papel que desempend Espanan 
en el descubrimiento de este Gontinehte al que aport6 su civilizacion* 
sin reparar en sacrif icios de ningtma dase. 

'^Nadie de los presentos ignora que los primeros trabajos de- 
exploracion de este territorio lo realizaron los Espanoles de los 
cuales merecen especial mencion. Ponce de Leon^ y Hernando de- 
Soto que descubrio el Misisipi 7 que no era ningun ^aventurero* 
como erroneamente lo calif ican^ algunos sino el Gobemador de Cuba 
enviado por el Bey de Espana para tomar posesion efectiva de estos^ 
territorios que de derecho la perteneoian« 

'^En tiempos posteriores^ cuando la Lusiana pas6 a la Corona 
de Castilla Espana se interese viyamente por el engrandecimiento> 
7 explandor de su nueva colonia secundandole en su empeno todofr 
los gobemadores pues, aunque alguno hay empleado procedimientosF 
equivocados^ no puede imputarsele el error 4 Espana, coadyuvando & 
la acci6n of icial ciudadanos tan ilustres como Don Andres de Al« 
monester y Bojas que reedific6 & sus ezpensas la Gatedral de S^an 
Luis destruida por un incendio, fund6 el Hospital de Caridad de 
San Carlos al que doto de rentas, el Hospital de leprosos, el con* 
Tento y escuela de las XJrsulinas, el edificio del Tribunal. T prue- 
ba de que la administracidn espanola fui apreciada en mucho per 
los naturales del pais que yarias calles de Nueva Orleans ostentanr 
los nombres de sus Qobemadores haciendo memorables los de 
TJlloa, O'Beilly, TJnzaga, Galvez, Mir6, Carondelet, Oayoso y Salce- 
do. Y si aun esto no f uese bastante prueba, ahi est4 la contestaci6n 
dada por los crioUos franceses al mensaje que les dirigid el ultimo 
Gobemador Frances Mr. Laussat, 'aunque nos alegramos de hacemos 
dudadanos franceses no tenemos salvo rara excepcidn que ya alguna 
del trato recibido de los Grobemadores espanoles anadiendo' dejad 
& los espanoles gozar tranquilamente de las propiedades que adqui* 
rieron en este suelo y dejadnos compartir con ellos como bermanos 
las bendiciones de nuestra situaci6n.' 
\ ''Aunque & Espana ya no le ligan con America otros vinculor 
que los de caracter etnico y moral no por eso mira bon indif erendai 
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i las que f ueron sus provincias 6 colonias ; pues asi como una madre 
siempre est& atenta al porvenir de sus hijos aunque'estos se hallen 
emancipadosla Espana se interesa siempre por la suerte de los 
territorios en que domino, participando de sus alegrias y de sus 
afliceiones. 

"Hoy que la Luisiana conmemora una fecha que ella considera 
gloriosa para su liistoria, Espana se asocia a su elegria y satisfac- 
cion haciendo fervientes votos por su prosperidad y engrandeeimiento 
como los hace tambien por la felicidad de la gran Bepublica a la que 
se halla unida. ^ 

"He didio/' 

Mr, C. F. Claiborne, bearing a name of historic significance, 
fittingly responded to the toast, "Louisiana of the Past,^ as follows : 

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen : — It is not through any 
fitness of mine that I have had the honor of being asked to answer 
this toast, but as a compliment to the name I have inherited, which 
forms a connecting link between "Louisiana in the Pasf* and 
^^Louisiana in the Present/' 

It is not my purpose in bidding you turn your thoughts back 
to the latter part of the seventeenth century to take you down the 
Mississippi River with Marquette and La Salle in 1682, nor to 
make you follow the intrepid Iberville and Bienville, and SauvoUe 
in 1699 through the tangled forests and trackless swamps of Lou- 
isiana or over the Indian trail, until thev settled in ^ew Orleans in 
1718. I fear the Odyssey of their adventures and trials, their pri- 
vations and perils would recall too vividly their sufferings, and mar 
your enjoyment of the good things before you; but I mention their 
names only in order that you may recall their bravery and their 
fortitude. These gallant sons of a most chivalrous country carried 
at their head the Cross^ as the emblem of Divine sanction, and held 
forth the white banner of Louis XIV as the representative of civ- 
ilization and of temporal power. They forged their way ahead, 
and neither floods, nor storms, nor famine, nor pestilence, nor the 
poisoned arrows of hostile savages, nor the seductive charms of 
Indian maidens, could arrest them, until they bad conquered and 
claimed the territory for their beloved France and named it after 
their "Great King." But their exploits were to be another's gains. 
It was ever thus. Sic vos, non vobis, it is not for you, birds, that 
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you build nests, nor for you, lambs, that you grow your fleece, nor 
for you, bees, that you distil your honey; Sic vos, non vobis, it was 
not for your country, gallant children of France, that you suffered 
and died, that you discov(ered and explored, and conquered the vast 
territory of Louisiana bounded on the East by the Mississippi 
Eiver; on the North by the British possessions, on the West by the 
Bocky Mountains, and on the South by the Mexican possessions 
and the Gulf of Mexico. In 1762 your King made a simulated sale 
of it to Spain, and the French chevalier jielded to the Spanish 
hidalgo. In 1803 the United States extended its hand and received 
the transfer of it for a mess of porridge. The tri-color of France 
was dropped, and, as it descended, abundant tears trickled down 
the cheeks of strong men who had never wept before. But though 
the authority of France existed no more, it left behind as a legacy 
to the colonists, its liberal religion, its euphonic language, the 
sweet fragrance of its polite manners, its wise laws regulating the 
civil relations of the citizen, and a deep-seated love for the mother 
country. You might as well have tried to pluck the Bocky Moun- 
tains from their roots, or to drain the Slississipp' Biver to its bed, 
as to have robbed the Louisianians of this heritaflfe. They did not 
take kindly to the flaxen-haired and blue-eyed Saxon neighbors. 
But as each ox-eyed daughter of Spain or France pledged her troth 
to "love, honor and obey^^ some blue-eyed hero, the black and blue 
mingled in cordial harmony. From this union of hearts sprang a 
communion of thoughts and of interests that brought prosperity 
and progress to the infant colony. It grew with rapid strides, until 
in April, 1812, just one hundred years ago, it was fully emanci- 
pated, relieved from the tutorship and disabilities that attend a 
Territory and invested with all the authority and privileges of a 
State, with power not only to administer her own affairs and select 
her own officers, but to participate in making the laws that were to 
govern her elder sister States of the Union. 

> But the State of 1812 was to the State of 1912 even as the one- 
story, tile-roofed tenement at the corner of Chartres and Ursulines 
is to the Whitney Bank Building, eleven stories high. Its popula- 
tion was in the thousands, its agricultural products consisted of a 
few bags of com, indigo and some sugar cane; its commerce was 
carried over the Mississippi Biver in boats propelled by human 
energy or the unreliable winds; the means of travel by land were 
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by ox teams into which the women and children were huddled and 
around which the men walked; a message was communicated by a 
man on horseback; the blackness of night was tempered by a candle 
or a smoking lamp; everything was frugal/ primitiTe, slow and 
fidmple. But now began to shine upon the youthful State the genial 
sun of American Institutions; those institutions which guarantee 
free scope to the intellectual and physical efforts of the citizen and 
give every man a chance. Like an acorn planted in fertile soil^ it 
sprouted and grew, and spread its wide and heavy Ihnbs until it 
became the great State of 1860. Its prosperity and wealth attracted 
admiration; it became a leader in education, refinement, and man« 
ners. Its public men were noted for their wisdom and learning. 

I remember well the massive oratory of William Hunt, the 
Ciceronian eloquence of Bandell Hunt, the graceful manner and 
melodious voice of Spof ford and of Bandolph, the logic of John A. 
Campbell and Thomas J. Semmes, the force of S'oul6, Dufour, and 
Boselius, and many other distinguished citizens. All that is left 
of them to-day is their name upon their tombstone. 

But in 1860, the sun of our prosperity was obscured by the 
clouds of war. The-tempest of a great conflict broke out bjiA 
raged for four long years. The flash of the rifle, the roar of the 
cannon, the yells of the victor^, the groans of the conquered, spread 
terror over the land. Those discordant sounds meant blood and 
death upon Hie battlefield, and want and despair at home. If our 
soldiers had fought the enemy alone, they might have conquered; 
but the question of slavery and humanity was involved iu the titantic 
struggle which seemed to array civilization and even Providence 
itself against them. Humanity and the ITmon won; Louisiana lost. 
But when the smoke of battle had floated afar, and the rumbling 
sounds of war had died away, we came to the conclusion that 
though victory was theirs, the advantage was our^. 

Louisiana did not recover at once from the long conflict. But 
even as unhealthy humors remain in the human system after a 
morbid fever of long duration and afterwards break out so the 
poison of Beconstruction afflicted our land for a full decade after 
peace. 

But then arose DeBlanc, NichoUs, Ogden, Michel, Fortier and 
the heroes of September 14th, 1874, who swept away the enemies of 
our body politic. 
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Louisiana then shook off the sad memories of the war and of 
Beconstruction, and bent her energies in gathering from the earth 
those crops of sugar^ cotton and rice^ which were to make her again 
prosperous and wealthy. Today she is happy that the count]^ is 
chrystalized into one^ powerful, indivijsiible and imperishable. 
Among the stars that are set in the banner of the Bepublic none 
shines more proudly, more brilliantly nor more faithfully than 
that one which represents Louisiana. Non Kibi, sed suis. 

Sev. Antonio Huot, of Quebec, Canada, professor in Laval 
TTniversity, responded to the toast, '^The Historical Selation of 
Quebec to New Orleans.'* 

M. le president, Monseigneur, Messieurs : — Sir Francis Lange- 
bin, lieutenant-gouvemeur de la Province de Quebec, et M. K". 
Drouin, maire de Quebec, devaient etre ici ce soir et prendre la 
parole. 

Malheureusement empeches, c'est k votre humble serviteur que 
M. Fortier a bien voulu confier ce redoutable honneur de repr6senter 
le Canada. 

Le Canada ne pent pas rester indifferent au souvenir des 
grands ^v^nements historiques de la Louisiane. II n'y a pas un Etat 
de cette republique dont Thistoire ait 6te aussi intimement li^ k 
celle de notre pays que cette belle, riche et f^conde Louisiane. Au 
XVII et au XVIII sifecle, en effet, la Louisiane 6tait la soeiir du 
Canada. Tous les deux sont n6s k Tombre du glorieux drapeau de 
la vieille France. Tous les deux ont regu les suprgmes bienf aits 
de la civilisation chr^tienne de ces missioimaires f rangais, dont Tun 
des plus grands historiens de votre pays, Parkman, a loue si souventy 
dans ses oeuvres, I'admirable h^roisme. 

Le Canada a donn6 k la Louisiane deux de ses plus illustres 
enfants, lyiberville et Bienville; D^berville, qui en 1699, jetait les 
bases du premier 6tablissement fond4 sur le sol louisianais par des 
hommes de race blanche; Bienville, qui en 1718, marquait, ici 
mSme, Templacement de cette Kouvelle-Orl^ans, si renomme6 
aujourd'hui pour sa g6n6rosite, sa culture et le charme de sa socie- 
ty, en mime temps que pour les progrte remarquables qu'elle ne cesse 
de faire dans le conunerce et Tindustrie, grace k rintelligence et k 
r^nergie de ses citoyens. 
\ Bien, il me semble, ne pent nous faire mieux comprendre 
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jusqu'a quel point etaient unis la Louisiane et le Canada^ au XYIII 
Bitele, que de rappeler ce fait; que les deux pays out eu^ tour a tour> 
le meme gouverneur^ le marquis de Yaudreuil ; celui-Ui mSme que yos 
historiens appellent: **le beau marquis/' 

Enfin, messieurs, c'est chez tous que nos malheureux f rires^ les 
Acadiens exiles, trouv&rent, en 1765, graced la gen^reuse hospitality 
de yos maltres, un refuge assure. Le Canada ne I'oubliera jamais. 

Aussi, croyez-le bien, messieurs, c'est avec bonheur que les 
Canadiens^FranQais suiYent aujourd'hui les progr^ remarquables 
de la Louisiane; quails la Yoient marcher aYec une fiertS digne de sa 
noble origine, aYec courage, hardiment toujours, malgr6 les 
epreuYes, Yers les destine plus brillantes encore qui Pattendent. 

Pour Yous, MesGdeurs, et cela ne fait aucun doute, la XouYelle- 
Orleans est la Seine du Mississippi. Son site sur ce fleuYe geant, au 
has de cette inmiense et fertile Yall^, est unique ; son port est Fun des 
plus beaux, des mieux prot6g^s et des mieux outilles, du monde 
entier. Vraiment, Tavenir de cette Yille ne pent etre que 
magnifique, — et c'est avec plaisir que les Canadiens Frangais, en 
attendant la joie qu'ils auront le 24 juin prochain, de saluer au 
Congr^ de la langue f rangaise de Quebec le representant de cet 
8tat, Yotre distingu6 president M. Alcee Fortier, et tous les Louisia- 
nais qui Youdront bien I'accompagner; c'est avec plaisir que tous 
mes compatriotes disent, ce soir, avec nous : . 

VIyc la Seine du Mississippi ! Vive la Louisiane ! 

Je YOUS prie Mesdames et Messieurs de boire aux relations de 
bon- Yoisinage et d'excellente amiti^ qui doivent toujours r^gner 
entre les Etats-TJnis et le Canada. 

Senor Sicardo Arias, Minister of Panama at Washington, made 
a very felicitous address, in acknowledgement of the toast to 
"Latin America." He said: 

Gentlemen : — ^TJndeserYed honor has been conferred on me, the 
representative of the youngest and one of the smallest Sepublics of 
this Continent, by being requested to respond to the call of 
'^Latin America," and as every human aotion has its motive, there 
must be one in this selection which I have striven hard to detect 
until at last I believe I have succeeded, as I will later on expose. 

Extending from the northern boundary of Mexico to Cape 
Horn and from the Atlantic to the Pacific, with its many thou- 
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« 
sands of miles of coast open to navigation the whole year around 

and free from treacherous icebergs^ with its many natural harbors 
and its unsurpassed navigable rivers running from West to East, 
as do the mighty Amazon and the other large Brazilian Kivers; 
from North to South as run the La Plata and its tributaries, and 
from South northwards as do the Orinoco and the Magdalena, with 
its rich botanical and mineral resources, its fertile lands and its 
varied climates, most of them mild and many of them delightful, 
Latin America is today, undisputably, the most promising section 
of the world. It offers inviting advantages which civilized man- 
kind is beginning to appreciate and doubtless the men, the wealth 
and the scientific energy of Europe and Saxon- America will go 
there in the near future in search of virgin and most profitable 
fields for their endeavors. 

The strides made in this- direction in the last quarter of a 
century are but a faint sample of what is to be in future years, 
and in this respect the twentieth century may well be called the 
Latin-American Century. 

The progress of modem civilization in those countries has 
been retarded by unfavorable conditions that are unknown to their 
more fortunate northern neighbors; but the good influence of Eu- 
ropean immigration in some cases, the teachings of sad exper'ences 
in others and the extension of commercial intercourse and industrial 
developments, which., are the most powerful and surest pacifiers the 
world has known, are bringing those countries one after the other 
to steady, orderly conditions, which are the main element of un- 
restricted progress. 

Even today Latin America with its two thousand millions dol- 
lars of foreign commerce, is a potent factor in the trade of the 
world and its already named facilities coupled to its immense avail- 
able area, nearly thrice as large as that of this country, give to it 
boundless future possibilities. 

The world has been surprised at the wonderful development 
of this country, but progress is moving today at a greater pace than 
ever and will move henceforth at a speed yet imattained; there- 
fore, the development of Latin America, once fully started, should 
be expected to move faster than that of this country in the past, 
and it will amaze the world. 
\ The large improvements in port facilities, some accomplished 
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and some yet in the way of construction, in Mexico, Peru, Chile, 
Argentine and Brazil ; the construction of the Guayaquil aiJid Quito 
JSailway, which has opened up the interior table lands of Ecuador, 
the Switzerland of America, that follows in part the ancient road of 
the Incas; of that of Northern Guatemala, to be extended into S'al^ 
vador and other Central American republics, and thereby bring 
them to the very gates of your city ; of the Tehuantepec Bailroad, 
the powerful rival of that of Panama; of the Chile-Argentine Trans- 
andean Bailroad, that opens a shorter route by thousands of miles 
than that of the Straits of Magellan, and which has brought Ar- 
gentine closer to the Pacific and Chile within short distance of the 
' La Plata river, and which hag killed the rivalry between these two 
progressive countries by the binding of the steel bars and by the 
closest ties of social and commercial intercourse; the nearly fin- 
ished Madeira-Mamore Bailway that will open up a very extensive 
rich country and will tap the northern section of Bolivia towards 
the Amazon and the other rival lines of railroad that strive to drain 
the rest of the seven hundred thousand square miles of the mar- 
velously rich Bolivian territory, not to mention minor enterprises, 
are evident signs of the traffic activities of this last decade in 
Latin America and precursors of what is yet to come in the future. 

I have purposely excluded from the above enumeration the 
great undertaking of the century, the Panama Canal, for this stands 
unique in its general, far reaching importance, as ample as the two 
greatest oceans that it will unite. It will remove within the next 
year the Andean barrier that divided the extensive West coast of 
America from the channels of European and Saxon American trade 
and that will bnng it nearer to their terminal ports by many thou- 
sands of miles 

The commercial advantages that Latin-America will derive 
thereby, will not exceed in importance the moral benefits to be at- 
tained by bringing its inhabitants in closer intercourse with its 
Saxon neighbors, from which will spontaneously spring mutual 
acquaintance and hence friendship and love. The great trend of 
the world is to assimiliation; even the Chinese have adopted re- 
publican government, similar to yours, and have definitely don«« 
away with their queues; in Latin America the assimiliation to your 
ways and customs will be accelerated by the above mentioned in- 
tercourse and at no distant date the inhabitants of either one of 
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ihese sections will find themselves perfectly at home in the dwell- 
ings of the others. 

The lessons that are taught by the canal construction are 
many and most important; the effectiveness of modem systems of 
administration have been evidenced; the most advanced engineering 
methods and machinery have been shown; the lock system of rais* 
ing water levels, of which Latin America is much, in need, will be 
there in permanent exhibition; but the lessons in sanitation have 
been, in my opinion, the most important and far reaching of all; 
ihese are being quickly learned by the Bepublics to the Iforth and 
South of Panama, and even the backward port of Guayaquil has 
now, at a great sacrifice, secured a loan of fifty million francs to 
undertake its scientific sanitation ; but the great victory of sanitary 
science on the Isthmus has been the practical demonstration that 
tropical countries can be made immunely habitable by the white men 
of colder regions and thereby a very large additional area of Latin 
America will be opened to colonization by them. This is one of the 
greatest impulses that will be given in future to its development 
tmd progress. 

The Panama Canal will be an everlasting monument to Ameri- 
can energy and skill and it will command respectful admiration to 
your people from all the world, but specially from Latin Americans, 
who will be the more frequent and interested victors thereto. 

To this great undertaking the United States has given its 
wealth, its science and energies, but Panama gave something 
dearer yet; it gave a part of its own being, a section of itself; as 
the philanihrophist who stands cheerfully painful experimental am- 
putation for the good of mankind, so Panama stood with a sorr 
rowful smile its partition in two, 'Tro mundi benefido,*' as our na- 
tional motto reads. To this circumstance I presume I owe the 
high honor of addressing so respectable a gathering on this occasion, 
for which I sincerely thank you. 

In this outlined bright future of Latin America the city and 
port of Kew Orleans is destined to be the greatest beneficiary in 
this country by reason of its advantageous geographical position. 
Great are its present and its inimediate future possibilities, but 
these enter into the realms of the wonderful when the mind f oror 
sees them f ourf olded by the projected Lakes to the Gulf Canal scheme 
aiid the practicable connection of the Orinoco to the Amazon by 
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the Casiquiare that will bring the Crescent City in direct com* 
munication with the heart gf the South American Continent. A 
great demand will be made on yonr energies to grasp all these new 
possibilities^ but I am pleased to see^ by your present activities^ that 
you will be equal to that emergency, for which permit me to con- 
gratulate you. 

Captain J. H. Oliver^ commanding the battleship ^^ew Hamp- 
shire/' said: 

^^His Excellency the Oovemor of Louisiana, the President of 
the Louisiana Historical Society, Ladies and Gentlemen: As the 
oldest of your sailor guests here present, I rise to thank you for 
the honor you have done us by inviting us to come take part with 
you in your high festival. We are glad and we are proud to be 
with you. 

We have come to you in our ships, which, if you please, you 
will look upon as little skiffs belonging to the great Ship of State, 

We have earnestly desired that we might worthily and ac- 
whose building you celebrate to-day. 

We have earnestly desired that we might worthily and ac- 
ceptably act our modest part* mighty fitly represent the arms and 
men of the sea forces of the great Union. 

The full and rich significance of the memorable event whose 
twice golden anniversary you celebrate now, has been clearly and 
eloquently set forth in words which have been listened to with de- 
Kght.~ You could nQt expect, nor would you desire, that another 
less gifted should touch upon a theme already so richly adorned. 

In that Union we have in truth a goodly and a glorious her* 
itage. We fondly hope and believe that never shall any estrange* 
ment come again; that brethren here shall dwell together in unity 
forevermore. 

We, your visitors from the sea, have now the great pleasure of 
being with you actually in person, of looking you in the 
face. Yet in spirit we have long been with you — ^we 
were with you long before ever we came here and long 
after we have gone away we shall be with you still. For over 
all the wide expanse of earth which is our home each to the other 
in sincerity and in truth might speak the beautiful words spoken 
by Buth to Naomi. For we have one shrine and we are one people. 
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and it would be vain to entreat ns to leave you ot to depart from 
following after you. 

The haughty followers of the Prophet, men of warrior breed 
who look towards Mecca when they pray, have a proud and beauti- 
ful saying, that paradise will be found under the shadow of the 
crossing of the swords. For to men of the martial race always a 
peculiar splendor attaches to the profession of arms. Of such are 
the men I have the honor of addressing now. Of such are the radi- 
ant maids of Orleans who kindle in those men^s hearts the fire 
which alone makes possible any form of high achievement. As it 
was in the days of old, so now, you expect of your knights that they 
will keep their vigils and watch their arms and vow their vows. 
Sans peur ni reproche, like the chevalier Bayard you trust they will 
ever be. The high military ideal which you cherish, and which 
so cherished can never fade away; the pure military ideal, so finely 
exemplified by the Boman Centurion in his deep reverence for just 
authority and in his modest faithfulness; oh, you know instinctively, 
and you feel it in your hearts, that the grand military ideal is the 
one and only firm foimdation of a State. This ideal is the fine 
flower that grows for only them that love it. Wealth accumulates 
and men decay, and too low they build who build beneath the stars. 
So it is written : This lofty ideal springing from lowly self-sacrifice, 
rises straight to a height of all the most high. 

The hereditary ruler of a very great State who is reigning 
still, who in our day has seized and fastened upon himself Ihe ad* 
miring attention of all mankind — a singularly gifted man, whose 
high and impassioned words have so often stirred and kindled the 
minds and hearts of men in all lands — speaking only a few years 
ago of a great and friendly nation just then baffled and bleeding 
from a dreadful war, said that the defeated nation had so suffered 
because it had forgot Grod. What are these words but saying again 
the psalmist^s high and solemn words of exhortation and warning? 
'^f Ood build not the house, they labor in vain that build it; 
If God keep not the city, the watchers wake in vain.'^ 

The secret of your hearts is revealed, and your ideal, the grand 
military ideal, shows clear and high from the towering memorial 
which here in your city in deepest love and reverence you have 
raised up to one of earth's grandest and best, General Lee. 

And now to you, our kind hosts, ladies and gentlemen, I must 
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in concluding say once more how glad and proud are we^ your 
sailor friends, to be with you. We should so love to feel, now and 
hereafter, that we have contributed to your beautiful ceremonies 
some little, however little, of their impressiveness and splendor. 

The toast, ^^ur Visiting Governors,'' received a most eloquent 
and fitting response from Hon. Earl Brewer, Governor of Mis- 
sissippi. In naming this toast. Prof. Fortier, the toastmaster, 
said that there is, at this banquet, the real article; two Governors: 
Hon. Earl Brewer, of Mississippi, and Hon. W. E. Clark, Governor 
of Alaska. 

Governor Brewer's address was characeristic in humor at the 
start, and in lofty patriotism as he went along. He began with a 
smiling reference to the handicap he experienced while speaking 
from the platform in front of the Cabildo, when his speech on 
^^Sister States," was interrupted by a conglomeration of noises, that 
prevented him from making the talk he had so carefully prepared. 
What with the music from the brass band, the shouts as the flag 
was being raised in Jackson Square, the booming of cannon, and 
the ringing of the bells of the St. Louis Cathedral, he was not able 
to say what he intended to tell the people of New Orleans. 

"Well," remarked Governor Brewer, '^all that got the best of 
me, and I had to subside. ]S'ow,'a3 I missed my speech in the day 
iime, I am entitled to two speeches, and I will deliver them. Will 
somebody please stand at the door and prevent anyone from leaving 
ifiie banquet Hall. I will make one of these speeches in French be- 
cause I have some things to say which I do not care a certain 
lady to understand, and that lady is my wife. However, if there 
IS any objection I will waive the French and talk in plain United 
States language." 

In serious vein. Governor Brewer spoke most fittingly rel- 
ative to the necessity of educating the youth of the State in the 
history of Louisiana. This State should equal in intelligence any 
- other State in the Union. Let us live and act so as to help in all 
things for the upbuilding of the Il'ation. The greatest menace to 
-OUT Bepublic comes from demagogism and cowardice. Also from 
effete effects of wealth and luxury. Bome and Babylon are num- 
bered with the events of the dead past, because luxury sapped the vi- 
tality of their national life. 
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'^emember^ gentlemen, that our people must come back to 
frugal habits, to those simple things that make life longer, and men 
stronger. Let us be honest and square and just and right with the 
people, and our glorious Bepublic will last for all days to come." 

Governor Brewer next spoke of the inequalities of life ; that 
not all men are equaL There is an aristocracy in the whole universe. 
The stars are not equal in size and brilliancy; the stately magnolia 
and the humble violet are not equal in size, in color and in ex- 
quisite fragrance. There is an aristocracy among the stars, from 
the tiniest little speck to the biggest sun near the throne of God. 

There is an aristocracy among men, not of wealth or of inher^ 
itance, but one of character. When your people shall realize all of ' 
this, the time will come for Louisiana to come into her own. 

Mr. T. P. Thompson, President of the Board of Curators of 
the State Museum, replied to the toast, ^^Louisiana State Museum." 

Mr. Thompson said : . 

"The institution over which I have the honor to preside is the 
product of the present century; while it contains the records and ob- 
ject matter of the two previous centuries, as they refer to Lou- 
isiana, it is only since our recent celebration of Cession of Lou- 
isiana in 1903 that the Museum has come into existence. The 
museum is the result in a great measure of the activities of the 
Louisiana Historical Society, and was suggested by an esteemed 
memher of that organization, Mr. James Zachary, some twelve 
years ago. 

'Tjike all great projects no one man is entirely responsible for 
its being. Dr. W. C. Stubbs was quite as much interested in the 
agricultural resources of Louisiana as Mr. Zachary was in the his- 
tory.. Their two ideas were joined for practical reasons, and the 
nucleus of the Louisiana exhibit at the St. Louis Purchase Exposi- 
tion by the influence of Stubbs, Zachary and the Historical Society 
was brought back to 2Tew Orleans and eventually located at Jackson 
Square. 

''Today after several years of preparation we officially open 
on the auspicious date of the beginning of the second century of 
the Statehood of Louisiana. 

\ Is it not a splendid augury for the future prosperity and de- 
velopment of this favored section that her people are now aroused 



70 Celebration of the Loumdna CentiBnnidl. 

to the sentiment and progress and grand futnre that the new cen- 
inry is to unfold^ and like other centers of culture and commerce 
we are able to open today fully equipped an institution which 
we may all be proud to aid and support. I desire to felicitate the 
State through our Governor, the city through our worthy Mayor, and 
the Historical Society through President Fortier, for their magnifi- 
cent support to this most worthy enterprise* And on behalf of the 
Board of Curators of the State Museum I desire to extend its hoa* 
pitality tomorrow at one o^clock to our honored guests who are to 
make a historic tour of Xew Orleans, stopping at the Cabildo for 
refreshment and sight seeing. The hour is late and I will not de- 
iain you further. I thank you.^* 



Alexander Porter. 
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BESTJME OF THE MIXXrrES OF THB SOCIETT. 

Jaamorj 9, 1911^ 

13ie umual meeting of tiie aodetj was hdd on Jaanaiy 9> 1911^ 
at 8 p. m., in fhe Poblie Libiaiy Baflding. Yice-Preaidait Soniak 
called the meeting to OTder, and stated that President Fortier had 
gone to Washington with tb» Committee of the Worid's Panama 
Exposition^ sent fluoe in the interest of tlw ezpositioiL Mr« Gill 
Tead the minntes of the pievions meeting and tiiey were adopted. 

The following officers were elected for tiie ensoing year: 
Alcee Fortier^ President; Chas. T. Soniat, First Vice-President; 
Caspar CusachSy Second Yice-Presideit; A. T. Preacott^ Third 
Yice-Presideiit; Wm. 0. Hart, Treasurer; Chas. O. Gill^ Becording 
Secretary; Pierce Bntier, Corresponding Secretary and Librarian. 

Mr. W. 0. Hart, acting for the society, placed in the hands of 
Mr. Chas. T. Scmiat a fine set of Sloan's History of Napoleon to he 
presented to 'President Fortier as a taken of the appreciation of the 
members for his services as president of the society. 

Mr. Soniat with appropriate remarks delivered the books to 
Mr. James Fortier, son of Prof. Fortier. Mr. James Fortier re- 
plied, thanking the society in behalf of his father. Mr. Samuel A. 
Montgomery, who had been selected to make the annual address 
on Andrew Jackson, was prevented by sickness from being present 

Mr. W. 0. Hart read to the society a paper on the Battle of 
New Orleans, written by Mrs. Dora B. Miller of the IT. S. Daugh* 
ters of 1776 and 1812. 

Col. James D. Hill gave an interesting address on the Battle of 
New Orleans and on the beneficial results to the United States 
from the victory. A commxmication was received from Tale Uni- 
versity asking the society to obtain for the university a picture of 
the Hon. Thomas Slidell. The letter was referred to the Ex- 
ecutive Committee. 

The meeting was then adjourned. 

February 16, 1911. 
The regular monthly meeting of the society was held in the 
Public Library Building, St. Charles and Lee Circle, on Wednesday, 
February 15, 1911, at 8 p. m. 
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Pres. Foitier called tbe meeting to order and Sec Gill an* 
nounced a quonun present. The minutes of the previous meeting 
were read and adopted. Pres. Fortier thanked the society for the 
present, Sloan's Napoleon, given him at the last meeting. The 
society elected Mr. James P. Freret, Mr. S. J. Schwartz, Miss Kate 
McCall and Prof. E» J. Fortier as members. Mr. H. G. Morgan, Jr.^ 
chairman of the Cabildo Committee, reported progress. Miis. W. S. 
Hart, of Chicago, wrote asking about the life of Josiah Baldwin. 
Her letter was referred to Judge Seymour. Mr. Bochester reported 
for the committee appointed to suggest repairs on old building 
on Chartres street, where Jackson had his headquarters; that the 
committee had succeeded in enlisting the aid of Mr. Deni^, ageiit of 
the landlord. Mr. W. 0. Hart read a letter from the secretary of 
the Perr/s Victory Centennial Association acknowledging the letter 
informing the Centennial Association of the appointment of the 
committee of the Louisiana Historical Society. 

Mr. Hart stated that he had secured photographs of a portrait of 
Slidell for Yale XJniverfidty. 

The committee, Mr. Hart, chairman, reported that the Thack- 
eray Celebration would be at Milneburg, on the night of the regular 
meeting in March. Mr. Hart stated that the same program would 
be followed this year on Louisiana Day, April 30th, 1911, and that 
Camp Beauregard would give prizes for competition in the schools,, 
and that the successful contestants would read their essays on that 
day. - 

Mr. H. Gibbes Morgan, Jr., read a paper on Pierre Soul6, 
chiefly dealing with his life as TTnited States Minister to Spain. 
The paper proved to be a most interesting and valuable historical 
contribution. 

Mr. H. M. Gill read a paper on the ^^attle of the Handker* 
chiefs.'' He stated that part of his material for the paper had been 
furnished by Miss Ellen Shute and the greater part he had compiled 
from newspapers of that time. 

This paper with incidents of the Civil War was much enjoyed 
by the members. 

Mr. Morgan and Mr. Gill were thanked by the sociefy for their 
papers. 

The meeting was then adjourned. 
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Mftich 28, 1911« 
The meetmg of the society was held Tuesday, March 28, 1911^ 
at Carrau's, formerly Boudro's Gardens, in MUneburg. Pres. 
Eortier called the meeting to order with a quorum present and stat^ 
ed that this meeting was held to celebrate the 100th anniversary 
cf the birth of William Makepeace Thackeray, the English novelirt: 
and writer. Thackeray visited New Orleans in March, 1858, and hia 
friends entertained him during his visit with a dinner at 
Boudro's Gardens, Milneburg. So the Louisiana Historical 
Society had by resolution appointed^ a committee to' ar- 
range a program for this celebration at Milneburg. The 
program included a dinner, with music and appropriate papers 
and speeches during the dinner. 

April 19^ 1911. 

The monthly meeting of the society was held in the Public 
library Building on Wednesday, April 19, 1911. 

Prof. Portier called the meeting to order with a quorum pres- 
ent. Mr. C. G. Gill, the Becording Secretary, read the minutes of 
the previous meeting. These were adopted. 

Prof. Portier made a report of the Thackeray meeting, March^ 
1911, and the program was made a part of the minutes of thia 
meeting of the society. 

The society elected the following members : Messrs. A. G. Brice^ 
Gus, J. Eicau, S. P. Walmsley, C. K..Chalaron, Mrs. T. J. Semmes> 
Miss Myra Kennedy and Mrs. Gus. J. Bicau. 

Mr. Edward J. Portier, who had been named to represent the 
society in New York Ciiy at the conference for a proposed Diction- 
ary of American Biography, sent his report to the society. The re-* 
port was read and adopted and made part of the minutes, and Mr.. 
E. J. Portier was thanked for his services and requested to rej^e- 
sent the society at further conferences. 

• On motion of Mr. Eochester, seconded by Mr. Kpppel, Prof^ 
Portier and Mr. W. 0. Hart were selected as representatives of the 
society at the Iberville Bicentennial to be held in Mobile, May ^6th, 
1911. 

Mr. W. 0. Hart presented to the society a copy of the "Memori- 

.\al Addresses on the Life and Character of Congressman E. C. 

Daivey,'' and read a selection from Congressman Hepbum^s speech; 
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Eulogizing Mr. Davey. The society thanked Mr. Hart for the 
gift. Mr. Edgar Grima presented to the society a letter signed by 
Henry Clay and one signed by Edward Livingston^ valuable for 
the signajtures. The society thanked him for the gifts. 

Mr. Hart donated to the society several newspaper dippings, 
one containing the account of a meeting of the society on January 
31, 184S. 

Mr. George Koppel was added to the Committee on the Steam- 
boat Celebration. 

Mr. W. 0. Hart invited the society to be present at the Soldiers' 
Home on Sunday, April, 1911, when a portrait of Eev. Gordon 
Bakewell was to be given to the Home. 

Mr. Frank E. Bernard read the paper of the evening, entitled, 
■^^ Acadia, a Missing Chapter in American History .'' The paper was 
exceedingly interesting and Mr. Bernard was thanked by the society. 

Mr. Gaspar Cusachs read some unpublished historical docu« 
ments, among them one relating to Pierre Soule, and another re- 
lating to Joachim Murat. 

The society then adjourned to meet on call. 

November 15, 1911. 

The monthly meeting of the Society was held in the Cabildo 
on Wednesday, November 15, 1911, at 8 p. m. President Fortier 
called the meeting to order with a quorum present. The minutes 
of i:hB previous meeting were read by the Becording Secretary and 
adopted. 

The Membership Committee recommended the following 
parties for election and on motion they were elected members of 
the Society: Messrs. Emile Hoehn, Thos. W. Eobertson, J. A. 
Prudhomme, Hany Sellers, M. H. Goldstein, L. D. Lagarde, W, J. 
Gahan, G, W. Luhman, Capt. L. D. Ott, Capt. P. F. Arroyo, M. H. 
Lastrappes, Prof. E. Lagarde, Mrs, John H. Henry, Prof. M. J. 
White and Mr. St. D. J. DeBlanc. 

On motion made by Col. H. J. de la Vergne and duly seconded, 
Hon. Albert Voorhies was made an honorary member of the Society. 

Mr. J. J. Bochester, chairman of the Steamboat Celebration 
^Committee, reported progress. 

\ Mr. W. 0. Hart, chairman of the Judah P. Benjamin Cen- 
;tennial Celebration Committee, reported that the celebration would 
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be held on December 16fh, 1911, at the Hall of the Enights of 
Columbus, and an appropriate program would be prepared. 

Mr. H. Gibbes Morgan, Jr., chairman of the committee ap- 
pointed to prepare the Historical Boom for the Society, reported in 
detail the work of the committee and their suggestions to the So- 
ciety for further action relative to the Historical Boom. 

This report was received and referred to the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Society. And on motion duly made by Chas. T. Soniai 
and seconded, the Society passed resolutions thanlring Mr. Morgan, 
the committee, and the officers and members of the Board of 
Curators of the State Museum for preparing the room for the So- 
ciety. Mr. Thompson spoke at length of the work done to arrange 
the Museum in the buildings and of the necessity of having pos- 
session of the whole building for the purposes of the museum. 

Prof. Fortier reported that the committee on the ''Celebra- 
tion of the Centennial Anniversary of the Admission of Louisiana 
into the Union as a State,'' had begun work to secure subscrip- 
tions and arrange plans for the celebration. Prof. Fortier also 
made a report of the Bi-Centennial Celebration at Mobile, where 
he had been sent as the representative of the Society. Mr. Chas. 
T. Soniat made a motion, which was duly seconded, that the books^ 
manuscripts and documents of the Society be removed from Tulane 
ITniversity to the Cabildo. After a long discussion Mr. W. 0. 
Hart made an amendment, duly seconded, that the removal be 
made as soon as practicable, and that the matter be referred to 
the Executive Committee of the Society and the House Committee 
of the Museum to provide ways and means. The amendment of 
Mr. Hart was carried. 

Mr. Hart gave notice in writing of a proposed amendment to 
the Constitution and By-laws of the Society making the dues 
three dollars per annum, and Pres. Fortier gave notice in writing 
of a proposed amendment to the Constitution and By-laws making 
the annual meeting of the Society the third Wednesday of January, 
instead of the eighth of January. 

Mr. W. 0. Hart presented to the Society on behalf of the 
donors. Misses Jeanne and Louise DeLassus, portraits of Gen. J. 
B. Plauche and his daughter Mathilde, wife of L. E. Forstall and 
their son, Emile Forstall, and a portrait of General Carlos DeHault 
DeLassus. The Society passed resolutions thanking the donors for 
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the yaluable historical gif ts^ and the Secretary was instmcted to 
convey same to the donors. 

Judge Albert Yoorhies, who was for many years acquainted 
with the late den. Plauch6, spoke at length on his personal remin- 
iscences of Qen. Flauch^. The Society thanked him for his ad- 
dfess> which was most entertaining. 

Pres. Fortier read a letter from Mr. Henry Planch* Dart^ tiie 
distinguished lawyer of this city and a grandnephew of Gen. 
Plauchi, giving certain facts in the life of the General. Pres. For- 
tier also gave an account of the life and services of Gen. Planch* to 
the State. 

A picture of Judge Henry A. Bullard, first President of the 
Louisiana Historical Society^ 1836, was given to the Society by 
Mr. Henry Lastrappes and the Sodeiy passed a vote of thanks for 
the gift. 

Mr. Wm. Beer, under the title '^European light on Louisiana 
History/^ gave an interesting address on several works and docu- 
ments pertaining to Louisiana history. 

Mr. Hart, chairman of the committee to present the portrait of 
(Jov. Galvez to the Galvez Telephone Exchange, invited the mem- 
bers of the Society to be present at 12 p. m. on Saturday, Nov. 
18, 1911. 

Mr. W. 0. Hart, seconded by Mr. T. P. Thompson, moved that 
the Society act as hosts to the officers and passengers of the Steam- 
boat Kew Orleans during their visit to the city, and that members 
of the Society pay $3.00 each at the dinner to be given during the 
celebration of the steamboat's arrival, and that payment for the 
dinner to the guests above named be made out of the general fund 
of the Society. Mr. J. J. Eochestet was authorized to incur said 
expenses. 

On motion made by Bev. H. E. Gilchrist, duly seconded, Mr. 
Beer was thanked by the Society for his interesting paper. - 

Pres. Fortier reported that, as Chairman of the Committee on 
the ITaming of Streets, he had attended several meetings of the 
Streets and Landings Committee of the City Council, and had 
succeeded in having historic names retained in some instances and 
many historic names given to other streets. 

Pres. Fortier announced that the paper for the next meeting of 
the Society would be read by Prof. M. J. White, of Tulane Univer- 
sity. The meeting was then adjourned. 
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December 20, 1911. 
Pres. Fortier called the meeting to order. Mr. H. M. GUI 
acted as secretary in the absence of Mr. C. G. GiU. 

Mr. Hart, the Chairman of the Galvez Committee, reported that 
the portrait of Galvez had been presented to the Galyez Telephone 
Exchange, the program had been successfully carried out, the tele- 
phone manager from Nashville and employees from several other 
cities were present. He filed as a part of the minutes of the So- 
ciety the program, a newspaper account of the ceremonies and a 
pamphlet issued by the Galvez Hotel of Galveston. 

Mr. Eochester reported orally on the program of the Steam- 
boat Committee, and stated that he would submit, later, a writ- 
ten report including newspaper clippings and letters descriptive of 
or relating to the reception given the New Orleans and her pas^ 
sehgers. Mr. Hart stated that the city, through the Mayor, would 
give to the Society to erect as a monument, the former pedestal 
of the Clay monument. On motion of Mr. Hart the details of ar- 
rangement of this matter were referred to the Steamboat Com- 
mittee. 

Chairman Hart reported that in presenting the portrait of 
Judah P. Benjamin to the Benjamin school, Mr. James McCon- 
nell and Dr. Gordon Bakewell were added to the speakers on the 
announced program and that Judge Seymour presented to the school 
an autographic letter of Benjamin. A copy of the program and 
newspaper accounts of the exercises will be made a part of these 
minutes. 

Pres. Fortier reported progress in the work of the Louisiana 
Centennial Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Hart the ordinance of the Streets and 
Landings Committee changing the names of some of our city 
streets was made a part of the minutes. 

Mr. Koppel moved the passage of the amendment that had 
been properly submitted in writing by Pres. Fortier, changing the 
date of the annual meeting from Jan. 8th to the third Wednesday 
in January. The motion was carried. . . • 

The Society received invitations to the opening of the Delgado 
Museum, of Art and to the dedication of the library building of 
.the New Hampshire Historical Society and to the banquet in honor 
of its donor. 



78 Celebration of the Louimana Cenienmal. 

The following members were elected : Mrs. Harry Sellers, Prof. 
J. M. Gwinn, Prof. P. B. Habans, Mr. E, Poster, Kev. W. W. 
Holmes, Messrs. S. A, Trufant, A. L. V. Vories, Wm. Ejeman Dart, 
C. C. Dable, Stephen H. Allison, Bey. W. Slack, Jos. A. Wisong, J. 
F. Denechand, Sebastian Boy. 

Mr. Hart presented for Mr. X A. Wisong the portrait of his 
distant relatiye (he has no descendants) Plocia Bossier, a member 
of the Constitutional Convention, 1811. Mr. Hart presented for 
Mrs. Hart a badge used at the celebration of the fortieth dnniyersary 
celebration of the victory of New Orleans. Thanks were voted 
both donors. 

The papers of the evening were read by Prof. M. J. White and 
Mr. H. J. de la Vergne. Mr. Whitens paper, **The New Orleans 
Biot of 1851 and Its International Aspects,'^ was very interesting. 
Mr. Cusachs and Prof. Butler added a number of anecdotes re* 
lating to the Lopez expedition. Judge Benshaw read the reply of 
Daniel Webster to the demands of Spain for indemnity on account 
of the New Orleans riots. 

Mr. de la Vergne's paper was a very carefully prepared study 
of the genealogy of Chas. Frederick d'Arensbourg. A copy of this 
article was filed with the records of the Society. 

Both gentlemen were thanked. 

January 17, 1912. 
The annual meeting of the Louisiana Historical Society was 
-held in. the Cabildo on Wednesday, January 17, 1912, at 8 p. m. 
Pres. Fortier called the meeting to order and Secretary QiU an- 
nounced a quorum present. The minutes of the previous meeting 
were read and adopted. Mr. W. 0. Hart made a report for the 
Committee on the Steamboat Celebration. This report was adopted 
and on motion made by Mr. W. 0. Hart and duly seconded, the fol- 
lowing resolutions were adopted : 

RESOLUTIONS OF THANKS. 

ITew Orleans, January 17th, 1912. 

To The Louisiana Historical Society: 

The undersigned Committee of Arrangements for the proper 
celebration of the 100th anniversary of the beginning of Naviga- 
tion on the Ohio and Mississippi Bivers, beg leave to report that 
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on Monday^ Nevember 27th,jl911, the steamer 'TSTew Orleans,** a 
replica of the ''If ew Orleans/' the first steamboat to naTigate the 
Ohio and Mississippi Eivers, arrived in New Orleans after an in- 
teresting voyage from Pittsburg, Pa., from which city it departed 
on November 3rd. 

On the boat were sixteen passengers, nine ladies and seven 
gentlemen, and the boat carried a crew of eighteen. Among the 
passengers were the President and Secretary of the Historical So- 
ciety of Western Pennsylvania, xinder whose auspices the trip was 
made; and in the party were other distinguished persons of the 
great State of Pennsylvania. 

Your Committee, with other members of the Society, met the 
boat on the river about nine miles above the city and went on board 
same, landed with the party at the Branch M. King wharf, and 
then took the visitors to the City Hall where they were received 
by the Mayor. An elaborate programme, covering three days, had 
been prepared, and was carried out, and a copy thereof is made 
part of this report. In connection therewith, the thanks of the 
Society should be extended to those who did so much to make the 
celebration a success, and particularly to the following: 

To His Honor, Mayor Martin Behrman, for the splendid re- 
ception accorded the visitors in his parlors at the City Hall, on 
Monday, November 27th, and for numerous other courtesies ex- 
tended the Committee and the visitors. 

To the Council of the City of New Orleans, for an appropria- 
tion to assist in defraying the expense of the celebration. 

To Mr. J. W. Reynolds, Inspector of Police, for the details of 
officers furnished for duty at the landing place and at the City 
Hall. 

To Colonel Elmer E. Wood, for his great services as Admiral of 
the Fleet in arranging the river parade which was a great feature 
of the occasion, and to Mr. C. C. Duble, who as flsLg lieutenant, 
assisted Colonel Wood in carrying out the details of the parade. 

To the Board of Commissioners of the Port of New Orleans, 
for the use of the harbor boat ^^Samson^' by the committee in 
meeting the visitors; for assigning, free of all other business, the 
Branch M. King wharf for the boat, and for arranging a berth for 
. the boat at all times free of expense. 
\ To Mr. Tiley S'. McChesney, Assistant Secretary of the Board 
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of Cominis8ioner& of the Port of ISTew Orleans^ for liis assistance 
t>n the day of the boat's arrival, he joining our party on the trip 
up the river and arranging the meeting of the '^Samson'' ^nrith the 
^^New Orleans/' and the transfer of our Committee and guests 
from one boat to the other. 

To Professor J. M. Gwinn, Superintendent of the Public 
Schools, to Mr. P. B. Habans, Assistant Superintendent, to Mr. J. 
M. Grore, Inspector, to Mr. W. M. Levy, member of the School 
Board, and to Miss M. M. Conway, Musical Directress, for the at- 
tendance of so many pupils of the Public Schools, notwithstanding 
the inclement weather, on the wharf on the arrival of the boiU 
when patriotic and appropriate songs were sung to gi'eet the 
visitors. 

To Captain J. W. Bostick, commanding the Louisiana Naval 
Beserve, for decorating the vessels of the Naval Eeserve and the 
firing of salutes as the "New Orleans'' passed down the river. 

To the Collector of the Port, through Deputy Collector L. E. 
Bentley, for the use of the Revenue Cutter 'TDavey," as the flag- 
ship of the parade, and on which Colonel Wood and his staff led 
the parade. 

To R. W. Wilmot & Co., W. G. Ooyle & Co., Mr. P. M. 
Schneidau, and the Bisso Towboat Company, for their boats which 
took part in the parade. 

To the Era Club, for its committee assisting in the reception 
at the City Hall, and for a contribution towards the expenses of the 
celebration. 

To Messrs. P. Vaccarro, J. Pearce, L. Fabapher, P. B. Hay lie, 
J. S. Saxton, and J. Eeuther for the use of their automobiles in 
conveying the visitors around the city. 

To Mrs. J. B. Bonneval for the use of flags for decorative pur-, 
poses. 

To the New Orleans Progressive Union for the luncheon 
tendered the visitors at its new and magnificent headquarters. 

To M. Jules Layolle, through Mr. Harry B. Loeb, for the de- 
lightful opera performance tendered the visitors, which was prob- 
ably more enjoyed by them than any other feature of the enter- 
tainment. 

To the Crescent Theatre through Mr. T. C. Campbell, and 
to the Greenwall Theatre, through Mr. A. B. Leopold for tickets 
to their respective theatres for the crew. 
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To Mr. Y. Camors and Mr. A. Duvic^ for the use of their 
"Bplendid boats, the "Cavalier'* and the "Carmita,^ for the de- 
lightful trip on Bayou St. John to Lake Pontehartrain. 

To the New Orleans Credit Men's Association, the Mis- 
■sissippi Packet Company, Captain C. W. Drown, Captain H. M. 
Carter, Captain L, V. Cooley, the New Orleans Board of Trade, 
und the Crescent Biver Bar Pilots Association for their contribu'^ 
tions towards the expenses of the celebration. 

To the owners of Kenilworth Plantation for the invitation to 
visit their plantation, which invitation the party was unable to ac- 
■cept owing to the inclemency of the weather. 

To the press of New Orleans, The Times Democrat, Picayune, 
Item, States and Bee for extended notices of the celebration and the 
publishing of pictures in connection therewith. 

To the owners of ships in the harbor, both forefign and do- 
mestic; and to the owners of factories along the river front for 
the whistle salutes given as the **New Orleans'' passed down the 
river, it being impossible to enumerate all because their names are 
not known to the Committee. 

To Mr. B. Olenk, Custodian of the State Museum, for the 
reception accorded the visitors at that institution. 

To Mr. Theo. Grunewald, manager of the Hotel Grunewald, 
ior furnishing us a meeting room for our Committee and for arrang- 
ing the banquet in the Cave of the Hotel. 

To Mr. T. 0. Adams, and Mrs. J. M. Gould, for the beautiful 
music rendered during the banquet. 

To Mrs. A. H. Gay, for valuable information regarding the 
trip of the origpial "New Orleans," and for a contribution towards 
the expenses of the celebration. 

To Messrs. Parke, Davis & Co., for invitation to attend house 
wanning in their new building, which invitation could not be ac- 
cepted, the visitors having made independent arrangements for 
the same evening. 

To the Boston Club, the Country Club, the Elks, the Harmony 
Club, and the Young Men's Gymnastic Club for invitation cards 
iumished the visitors. 

To Mr. Eixf ord J. Lincoln, Poet Laureate of our Society, for 
Us splendid poem entitled ^^The First Steamboat on the Mississip- 
pi Biver," and to the Bev. A. 0. Browne for his poem '^uisiana. 
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the Land We Live In/' both of which were attractive parts of our 
programme. 

To Mr. J. Lisso^ of the Paragon Confectionary, for the facsimile- 
of the boat in cake and candy made by him and which was the* 
feature of the banquet. 

The Committee, in conclusion^ aaks that copies of this resolu- 
tion Be certified to by the Secretary of the Society, and sent t(v 
each of the persons hereinabove named, to each of the visitors and t(v 
the Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania. 

Bespectf ully submitted, 

J. J. EOCHESTEK, 

Chairman. 
JOHN DYMOND, 
ALCEE FOSTIER, 
H. M. GILL, 
W. 0. HART, 
GEO. KOPPELL, 
T.P.THOMPSON, 
HAERY SELLERS, 
Committee of Arrangements. 

The Treasurer reported a balance of $370.38 in bank. 

Pres. Portier reported in behalf of the Committee on the- 
Centennial Celebration and told of the progress of the committee. 
A.communication was received from the Forum society asking the- 
Louisiana Historical Society to appoint a member for their advisory 
council. Pres. Fortier was authorized to make the appointment, 
in case he deemed same advisable. A letter was received from Col. 
J. C. Sandidge of Bastrop, La., offering to donate Indian relics to* 
the Society. Pres. Fortier was authorized to accept same. Mr. W. 
0. Hart announced that Mrs. W. W. Howe would donate to the^ 
Society a picture of her late husband, who was a former president 
of the Society. On motion duly made and carried tiie Society de^ 
cided to obtain pictures of Judge Martin and Judge Pollock. 

The Society then proceeded to the election of officers for the- 
ensidng year and after due proceedings the following were elected : 
Alc^ Fortier, President; Charles T. Soniat, First Vice-President; 
Caspar Cusachs, Second Vice-President; A. T. Prescott, Third 
Vice-President; W. 0. Hart, Treasurer; Pierce Butler, Correspond* 
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ing Secretary and Librarian ; Charles G. Gill, Recording Secre- 
tary. I 

President Fortier was authorized to appoint the various com- 
mittees. Col. James D. Hill delivered the address of the evening, 
an eulogy on the life and services to Louisiana of the late Gen. 
Francis T. NichoUs. Col. Hill was thanked for the address. 

' Mr. W. 0. Hart then read a tribute to Gen. NichoUs by Justice 
F. A. Monroe and also a tribute to Gen. R £. Lee written some time 
ago by Gen. NichoUs. Prof. Fortier and other members of the So- 
ciety contributed remarks relative to the- address. 

The Society elected as members the foUowing persons: Mrs. 
C. M. Daigle, Miss D. Gautreauz, Col. Alden McLeUan, Gen. T, 
W. Castleman, Messrs. J. A. Harral, R. F- Green, Gus Gretzncr, 
Loys Charbonnet, A. Baldwin, Sr., John McClosky, A. J. Cohill 
and Prof. Geo. Soul6. 

The meeting was then adjourned. 

February 21st, 1912. 

The regular monthly .meeting of the Society was held in the 
Cabildo on Wednesday, February 21, 1912. Pres Fortier called the 
meeting to order at 8 p. m., and Secretary GiU announced a quorum 
present. The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
adopted. Mr. J. J. Rochester, chairman of the Membership Com* 
mittee, reported, recommending the election of the following mem- 
bers, who were duly elected: Messrs^ John Legier, Jr., Martin Li 
Costley, Sr., Wm. Pfaff, Joseph Given, Ernest Ricker, Chas. T. 
Starkey, L. E. Bentley, Sol Wexler, Louis Coiron, Martin H* 
Manion, Albert Toledano, H. H. Newman, C. Marshall, A. F. 
Theard, Dr. H. B. Gessner, p. J. Anderson, Rev. W. L. Childress, 
A. G. Stafford, W. A. Kernaghen, F. C. Marx, B. P. Sullivan, A. 
Rocquet, H. N. Pharr, A. J. Buja^ Dr. M. E. Brown, Dr. L. D. 
Mioton, W. E. Fazende, F. F. HanseU, Robert Riiiger, P. C. Cavaroc, 
John G. O^Kelly, Richard Lambert, H. C. Hailey, H. D. Stamps, 
P. E. St. Martin, Alfred L. M. Gottschalk, E. P. Andr^, Jules 
Dreyf ous, Ernest L. Jahncke. 

Pres. Fortier appointed the following standing committees: 

Executive Committee : The officers of the Socieiy. 

Membership Committee: J. J. Rochester, chairman; H. G. 
Dupre and Col. J. D. HiU. 
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Finance Committee : J. F. Couret^ chainnan ; S. Walter Stern, 
Frank E, Bernard. 

Work and Archives Committee: Alc6e Fortier, exH^Bcio chair* 
man ; H. Gibbes Morgan^ Jr.^ T. P. Thompeon, H. M. Gill, Pierce 
Bntler, Henry Benshaw, Bobert Glenk. 

Prof. George Sonli read the paper of the evening, '^istoiy 
t)f the New Orleans Carnival and the Object and Purposes of the 
Bex Carnival Association.'' . 

A committee. Otto Walther, Dr. G. Kfeitz, A. G. Kicks, Prof. 
Oharles J. Bansmeier and Gus. Oertling, from the National Ger^ 
man American Alliance, presented to the S'ocieiy a picture of the 
late Prof. J. Hanno Deiler, for many years a member of the Lou* 
isiana Historical Society. Mr. Gus Oertling as spokesman, made 
ihe presentation speech, telling at some length the life, services of 
Prof. Deiler as an educator, an historian and a musician. Pres. 
Fortier accepted the portrait for the Society and told of the years 
•of intimacy between him and Prof. Deiler as professors at Tulane. 
The German Quartette Club of which society Prof. Deiler was 
ihe founder, sang some of the German songs which were favorites- 
of the professor during his life. At the conclusion of the cere- 
monies Prof. Fortier in German thanked the German societies on 
behalf of the Historical Society. The Society passed votes of 
thanks to Prof. Soule for his paper and to the National German 
Alliance for the portrait of Prof. Deiler and to the Quartette Club 
if or their services. 

Themeeting was adjourned. 

March 20th, 1912. 

The regular monthly meeting of the Society was held on 
Wednesday, March 20, 1912, at 8 p. m. in the Cabildo. Pres. 
Fortier called the meeting to order and Secretary Gill announced 
;a quorum present. The minutes of the previous meeting were read 
and adopted. The Society elected the following members: H. P. 
Sishuck, Miss Clara B. Walker, H. H. Marks, B. B. Myles, C. E- 
Allgeyer, Miss Emma Zacharie, August Schmedtje, P. S. Morris, 
Greorge Augustin, A. H. White, James M. Thompson^ W. G. Coyle, 
W. S. Dirker, F. L. Duseribery, W. T. Jay, Ernest M. Lo*, W. B. 
Irby, Bichard Lambert, G. Ad. Blaffer, Miss M. E. McNeill, 
ISalph B4zou, George M. Heame, Prof. J. 0. McGovney, B. Mc- 
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Williams^ E. A. Levey, W. A. Brandao, Ber. George 0. Booths A. S. 

• White, E. M. Eiseman, A. H. Gay, Solon Farmbacber, Dr. John 
Smythe, H. C. Elder, J. Wilton Jonea, Mrs. John H. Henry. 

Mr. Hart in behalf of the Committee on the Centennial Cele* 
bration, reported the programme as far as completed. Mr. Hart 

* read an extract from the Delta of 1849 describing the laying of the 
corner stone of the tlnited States Custom House. Col. Alden Mo- 
Lellan and Mr. P. S. Morris told matters pertaining to the build- 
ing of the Custom House and Mr. J. Dymond, Sr., spoke of the 
foundations. 

Pres. Fortier called attention to the fact that the only statue 
of Bienville in the city was in the Custom House and advised that 
the Society celebrate 1918, the 200th anniversary of the found- 
ing of the city, with appropriate ceremonies and that a monu- 
ment to Bienville be unveiled as part of the ceremonies. 

Pres. Fortier gave an interesting account of the lives of the 
former presidents of the Society, and presented their portraits,, 
which are now on the walls of the Historical Boom. 

Mr. W. 0. Hart on behalf of the Society presented a portrait 
of Prof. Fortier to be placed with the portraits of the other presi- 
^ dents. 

For the paper of the evening Prof. Fortier gave a summary of 
the recent work of Henry Yignaud, on 'Tolumbus,'' and read ex- 
tracts from the book. 

The views of Mr. Yignaud are that Columbus set out to find 
a new world and not to find a new passage to the Indies. 

The paper provoked considerable discussion among the mem- 
bers. 

The meeting was then adjourned. 

April 17th, 1912; 
The monthly meeting of the Society was held on Wednesday, 
April 17th, 1912, at 8 p. m., in the Cabildo. Pres. Alc6e Fortier 
called the meeting to order with a quorum present. The minutes 
of the preceding meeting were read and adopted. 

Mr. J. J. Bochester, chairman of the Membership Committee, 
reported that the committee recommended the election of the fol- 
lowing persons as members of the Society: Mrs. Wm. J. Castell, 
\ Bev. F. L. Gassier, Semmes Walmsley, Jr., P. F. Aroyo, C. W. 
', Drown, A. F. Norris, Bobert Ewing, Paul (Jelpi, 6. C. Lafaye, A. 
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B. Booth, A. F. Livaudais, Alexis Brian^ Mrs. A. H. Gay, James J. 
Plauch^, Jos. F. Walton, Allison Owen, Edgar T. Leche, F. Hell- 
wig, C. A. Stair, V. J. Gelpi, W. K. Nours, Miss Florence Loeber, 

C. C. Henson. These were elected. Mrs. W. J. Behan made a mo- 
tion, which was duly seconded, that the Society appoint a com- 
mittee to memorialize the Legislature of Lonidana by resolution * 
to adopt as the State flag the flag now in use, blue field with 
pelican, etc. 

The motion was carried and the President authorized to ap- 
point the committee. The several chairmen of the various com- 
mittees on the Centennial jClelebration reported progress. . 

Dr. Y. R. I^eMonnier delivered an interesting and valuable 
historical address on "Louisiana's Part in the Battle of Shiloh.*' 
The Society thanked Dr. LeMonnier for the address. On motion of 
Mr. W. 0. Hart, Rev. Gordon Bakewell was made an honorary 
member of the Society. 

Mr. P. E. St. Martin donated to the Society through Prof. 
Fortier some papers and documents relative to war times in St 
John Parish, etc. - 

In answer to a request, Mr. Alden McLellan of the Beauregard 
Monument Association stated that a sketch of the monument 
would soon be exhibited in New Orleans by the sculptor. 

The Society adjourned to meet the third Wednesday in May. 

May 15th, 1912. 

The Society met at 8 p. m. in the Cabildo. Pres. Fortier called 
the meeting to order with a quorum present. Sec. Gill read the 
minutes of the previous meeting, which were adopted. Mr. J. S. 
Lowrey through Mr. Archie Smith sent to the Society two bullets 
found on the battlefield of Mansfield. 

Mr. E. F. Pilie donated to the Society some valuable historical ^ 
|iapers. 

Pres. Fortier made a report for the Committee on the Cen- 
tennial Celebration and read many letters and telegrams from dis- 
tinguished persons relating to the celebration. The Society de- 
cided to place the letters and telegrams in a binder or book so as 
to preserve same. 

The meeting was then adjourned. 
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